E—— —— _ _— _—————— —— 
———— 
F 


Toleration: : 
In Anſwer to a late B OO K, 


Coby Tohn Cornet 


| Fitiraled, 
A DISCOURSE 
Of the 


RELIG! ON of ENGLAND: 


Bu Rcharcl Perein chief 


Rows Is. 17. 
Now I beſeech you Brethren, mark them which cf Divi- 
ſions, and Offences, contrary to the Dottrine which you 
have leaned, and avoid them, 
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DISCOURSE 
TOLERA TION. 


SECT. I, 


To form a right Judgment of Tolerationtt #s neceſſary ta conſider 
the ſuljeft of it. | 


Here is ſo much malignity in our corrupt Nature, 
1 tharDetraction and envious Refleions are ealily be- 
| lieved; and we daily ſee one man ſport at che loſs 
of anothers Fame. This corruption appears in nothing more 
chan inthe caſe of Magiſtrates; to ſpeak ill of whom, is mi- 
ſtaken ſor Liberty, whilſt the commendation of their juft 
ations ſcarce eſcapes the infamy of flattery, or ſervitude. 
Hence iris, that Writings which pretend to plead the cauſe of 
a Party, whoſe Intereſt is jadged inconliſtene withehe publick, 
have a great yogue, becauſe they do inlinuate the ill manage- 
ment of Superiours', imply their Want of Love to the 
Truth, Ignorance of cheir own Concerns, and Cruelty to the 
Innocent. And ſuch are Diſcourſes for Toleration of Diſſenti- 
ons in Religion , which finde acceptance with weaker Spirits, 
becauſe they are botn prone to pitty even thoſe that ſuffer juſt» 

ly, and have too jealous afear of thoſe that are in power. - 
Bur yet to do right to our humane nature, we muſt ac- 
knowledge, that though it be corrupred,yet is nor che Lighr of 
ic wholly extinguiſhed; nor hath ic uccerly loſt'irs Notices and 
Inclingtions ro good, though ic may ſomecimes be deceived'by' 
Its own paſſions in the, purſuit of it : ſochat when- any thing. is 
diſcovered to. be ill in its natwre, the product of ſome infa- 
| W- mous 
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mous cauſes, and attended with conſequences of raine , then 
reaſon will prevail (unleſs ſome baſe luſt hath wholly debauch- 
ed the Sonl) and vindicate itſelf. from the impoſtures of a mi- 
ſtaken intereſt : And however men may be kinde to a Tolera- 
tion, when it is conlidered barely, as a bearing with Diſſen- 
rers ; moderating the Rigors of thoſe whoſe fortune, and pow- 
er temptsthemto an infolency ; as it is a pity due to the Infir- 
mities of mankinde which is ſubje&roerre ; and hath a ſem- 
blanceto the Meekneſs of Chriſtianity ; yet when they conli- 
der the ſubje& of it, which are Diſſentions in Religion, whoſe 
-peime cauſes are for the moſt part hateful, and the conſequen- 
ces terrible, they will boggle at it, as being thac which will 
quite enervate Religion, and alſo ſhake, if nor overthrow all 
Societies, Toformthereforea right Judgment of Toleration, 
we mult firſt conlider the Nature, (a#ſes, and Events of the 
Subje& of it. 


the m_ 
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SECT. .2, 
The Nature of Diſſentions in Religion. 


Hat Diſſentions of Religion are in their nature is beſt 

| y y known by refle&ting upon the wayes and means whicly 

Chriſt hath appointed for the maintenance, and continuance of 
Religion in the World. 

' Our Bleſſed Lord and Sxwiour eſs Chrift having purchaſed 
a great Salvation for Mankinde, and made known the means of 
obtaining what he had acquired, thatthis knowledge might be 
propagated through all Agesto thoſe that were capable of his 
benefits, did eſtabliſh a Society which ſhould be conſervers of 
theſe truths, into which all thoſe that did believe what he had 
done and ſaid, and would ſubmirto thoſe conditions herequi» 
red, upon the ſolemn profeſſion thereof by Baptiſm, were to 
be admitted, without any diftin&ion of State, Sex, or Nation. 
And this is his Church. That this Society mighe perform its 
Office, and be preſervedtothis great end, nity of the Mem- 
bers amongthemſelyes was more neceſſary for it then for any 
other Community , becauſe it was for greater and more glo- 

| | rious 
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rious ends than ever any Society of man was eſtabliſhed for ; 
and without nity ir could-not poſſibly attain theſe ends :. For 
if choſe who pretended to ſhew menthe way of Life,did difagree 
amons themſelves, were divided into ſeveral fations, muty- 
ally abhorring ezch others Communion, and condemning each 
others for falſz or detetive Churches ; how could thofe who 
were without believe the rruths which all pretended unto, and 
vet every one did mitualiy deny to be found in another ? fince 
theſe truths (not like choſe which Philoſophers prerended un- 
co, that were but rhe Colle&ions of mens Obſervation, and 
Conclulions of Diſcourſe) were all afſerted as ſuch which 
lad been revealed by the moſt Wiſe and Faichful God, and 

were the manifeſtations of che pleaſure of his Will, wherein 

was no place lefr ro humane invention 3 every pretender con- 


cending, that what he delivered was ſpoken at firſt by the Lord, Heb. 2, . 


and confirmed to following ages by thoſe that heard him. 

Belides, thoſe who ſome way or other had convidtions of 
the truth of e/x#, and delired to be more fully inſtructed in 
that way, and to do thoſe duties which Chriſt commanded one 
- Chriſtian to do wich another : tneſfe I fay, muſt be much di- 
ftraed (being yet Babes and Novices in Chriit, and ſo ſuppo- 
ſed not able to decermine) by reaſon of all choſe controveriies 
of che different parties with whom they might joyn rhem- 
ſelves unto the Lord: ſo that without this Uniry rhe Church 
cannot perform thoſe great ends for which ir was inſtituced by 
Our Saviour. 

Therefore to preſervechis Unity, Chriſt hath done all thoſe 
things which he chooghe neceflary for ir. He poured out pray - 


ers to his Father That all thoſe that believed on hins might be one, Joh, 11.1 1323+ 


and be made perfe# in one. He hath ordered that the S»pplies of 


his Spiric ſhould be adminiftred by their holding of hins their Eph. 4. 16. 
Head, and bybeing fitly joyned, and compatted together. He hath x Cor. 12, 13. 


ſo diſpenſed the gifts of his Spirit inehat way and meaſure, that 
the Members of his Body might have the ſame dependance, 
the ſame benefirs as one member of a natural Body bath from 
another, and ſo conſerve ſos ſtri& an Uniry, as:may enticle che © 
Charch to the Honour of his'Name, and becalled Chrift, Hz 
commands themto maintain their Unity'by:a conſtant, and fre- 
B 2 quent 
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x Cor. 19. 16, quent Communion of his Sacraments, What weiglt hath he 
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Rom, 16.18. 


2 Cor. 3. 3+ 
Gal. 5.20. 
Phil. 3.19. 
1 Tiw,1. 19. 


3b, C. 6» 4. 
Tit, 3. I. 
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pur upon his command of Love, the principle of nity, and 
there is no duty more preſſed by him and his Apoſtles, than 
thoſe of Anityand Peare, Yea, all thoſe Precepts of Long- 
ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Meekneſs, Patience, are in order 
co this great end of Xxity among the Profeſſors of his Dorine. 
Thos the neceſſity of Unicy, and methods by Chriſt, appoint- 
ed for irs preſervation , muſt needs argue Diſſentions (which 
are deſiruftive of it)to be of a nature hateful to every ſoul that 
hath a true ſenſe of Chriſtianity. 


—_— 
<——— 


; SS CT. 3. 
The Cauſes of Diſſentions and Schiſms in the Authors of thens, 


Ur beſides this, they are more odious in their cauſes, whe- 
cher we conſider the firſt Authors of them, or the Followers, 
As for the Axthors of them, the Apoſtles ſer forth them to be 
perſons led by ſuch motives as did abandon all reſpet to 
Chriſt, that They ſerved not the Lord Feſm Chriſt, but their own 
Belly. They were called carnal, Seditions, and Herefies are rec- 
koned amongft the works of the fleſh. They are ſaid to be the 
enemies of the Croſs of Chriſt, whoſe God us their belly, and whoſe 
gloryis their ſhame. The putting away of a good Conſcience, and 
making ſhipmrack of the Faith is their charater, Pride and- co- 
vetouſneſs are ſaid to be their grand principles. Subverſion and 
Sinis their ſtate of Life,” S. Peter, and S. Jade give them chara- 
Gers full of horror, Thus in themucceeding ages ofthe Church, 
the Hiſtorians who give us an account of thoſe Hereſies and 
Schiſmswhich aroſe in it, do alſo tell us how great Monſters 
chey were which did bring them forth ; and chere was in every 
Se& many opinions and praftices that rendered all Chriſtians 
Cof whoſe number they pretended tobe) odious evento the 
Heathen. The abominations of the Gnoſticks are not to be named 
even by a ſober Heathen, for the vileſt as of uncleangeſs which 
would diſhonour even a Stewes » were taken up by them for 
Duties of Religion, which ſkewed the canſes of their diflentis 
ons to be exceeding hateful. ; 
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Ie would be tedious to ſurvey all, and pive a particular ac- 
count of the cauſes of every Set. One inftance- will be ſuf- 
ficient, and it ſhall be that of che Donatiſts, a great and laft- 
ing difſention, which had a complication of Wickedneſſes ro 
bring ir forth. into the world. It began at the Eleftion and Or. 
dination of (cilianue, Biſhop of Carthage, whereby che ambi- 
tion of. Botrxs and Celeſins, two Presbyters of the ſame Church, 
and Competitors of the ſame. Dignity , being diſappointed, 
ro depoſe him they conſpire with other Presbyrers, towhom 
Menſurims the preceding Biſhop had in the times of perſecuti- 
on delivered the Church-Plate, to be kept private, that ic 
might not be a ſpoil tothe Perſecutors ; theſe men had refuſed 
to deliver to Cacilianus (to whom at his Ordination the Inven- 
tory of Church Goods was given up) the things committed to 
their truſt ; and that they mighe aſcertain the prey to them- 
ſelves, they laboured to draw the people from-Communion 
with the Biſhop. This ſeparation was forwarded by one Lu- 
cilla; arich woman , who having been diſpleaſed with Ceci- 
lianss, becauſe when he was a Deacon, he had admoniſhed her 
ro behave her ſelf as the other Chriſtians in the publick Wor- 
ſhip, ſhe continued her paſſion ro him now made a Biſhop; 
and by her gifts and promiſes corrupted others,that they ſhould 
depoſe Cecilianws, and ſet up in his ſtead one Majorines, who 
lived in her houſe. To ſtrengthen this Separation , they call 
to Carthage, Secundis, Biſhop of Tigiſta, Primate of Numidia ; 
who , together with other Namidian Biſhops in a Council at 
Cirta , had mutually convicted one the other , to have - 
been Traditores, (3. e. ſuch who had delivered up the Ho- 
ly Scriptures to be burnt by the Gentiles: ) and ſo having 
pardoned one the other, that they might nor be queſtioned by - 
\ the other Churches of eFfrick, did willingly embrace this 
occalion of making and compleating a Schiſm at Carthage, 
whereby alſo they might hide their Indulgences one co the 
other at home, by their ſeverity to others abroad , remoying 
from themſelves the ſuſpicion of that Crime,. which chey con- 
demned in others. Theſe men being entertained at Carthage, 
. by thoſe whom Ambition, Anger , and Covetouſneſs had made 
faRtious, did conderpn Cecilienxs unheard, as being _— 

; | Y 


Ephef, 4-14. 


2 Tim, 3,6. 
2 Tim. 4. Jo 
2 Per. 2.19, 


Dink 


by Fe/i.x Biſhop of Aptungita who was accuſed to bave been a 
Traditer,and then ſet up Majerinw in his (tead, and fo formed 
that Schiſm,which for along time troubled all Ffrich,and pol- 
lured ir wirh much blood. This one inſtance iSenough to ſhew 
how Diſſentiens.in Religion may, and ſornetimes do owe their 
Original ro the luſts of men, apd thar evil AﬀeRions, though 
different and varions, may yet amaſs mentogerher inthe ſame 
Schiſm ; and that however we hear of nothing now (as ic was 
probable they did ſo then) pretended for a diflent, bur Con- 
ſcience; Yer we know that men live and dye by the ſame rules, 
and the ſame luſts in this age will work as they did of old 
in the ſame circumſtauces; and whatſoever is of ſach an extract 
muſt needs be hateful, 


_— 
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The Cauſes of Diſſentions in the Followers, 


; S for the Followeis of theſe Difſentions , although it is 
A poſſible many of them may be led alide in the limpli- 
city of their ſouls by the ſleight of men, and cunning crafti- 
neſs of ſuch as lie in wait to deceive, yet we find the Scriptures 
otten cenſure ſuch of /#ſfs alſo, which give them over co the 
arts of thoſe who lead them captive. As an Averſeneſ5 to the 
ſound doQrine which contraditts their luſts, an Afﬀeftation of 
Novelty, having itching ears, or of too much Liberty, greater 
than will compore with the Diſcipline of the Truth : "An af- 
feRation of ſome more then ordinary knowledge, thus che Apo-» 


Col. 2. 18.23. ſtle ſaith, ſome were beguiled by things which had 2 ſhew of 


Jude 16, | 


Ang. lib, de * 
Viiltate cred. 
Ce | Oh : 


wiſdow. St. Jude ſaith that the Hereticks of his time did ſpeak 
great (welling words,by which he implyed che Gnofticks, who did 
abuſe che people with a ſtrange noiſe of words that, ſignified 
nothing, bur their followers imagined to have the ſecrets of 
wiſdom. And thus St. Augeſtine ſaith, that he was a follower 
of the Aanichees for g years together, (having fleighted the 
Religion his Parents had educated him 1n), . and thar,becadſe- 
they promiſed not to require any mans faith , unleſs they neade 


the trath clear and evident ; and therefore this captivated him, | 


being 
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being young ; and when he was by reaſon of ſome knowledge 
in the diſputes of the learned Garrulus and Saperbus, 3. e. ralk- 


7 


ative and proud. Another cauſe may. be a wazt of love to the 2 Tim. 4. 3. 
Truth, 2 Theſ, 2.10. Hence comes their Loathing all pains * Pct 2+ 19+ 


that areneceſlary (or the ſearching after the Truth, and from 
this a Compliance with thoſe opinions that are importunately 
impoſed upon them by their Relations. Add to theſe the 
Emvyatthoſe whom the Providence or Spirit of God hath ad- 
vanced either by more «ſef#! Graces, or to more.ſplendid con- 
ditions, (this was it which made much of that noiſe which was 
inthe divided Church of Corinth). Weakneſs innor differencing 
between the Lives and Profeſſions of thoſe that contihue wich- 
in the Church, (ſo Audims as Epiphanims ſaith began his ſchiſm) 
and ſometimes /njwrics received from thoſe that are for the 
Truth, make moroſe and cholerick minds joyn themſelves to 
thoſe that are Enemies. Thus the calumnies which ſome of 
the Rowan Clergy ſpread of Tertallian as a Montanift, made 
him in truth after-imbrace thar Set. The advantages alſo 
that a man may promiſe to bimſelf in a Party, which he can- 
not hope for in a peaceable Church. 

Theſe and many other may move a man to herd himſelf in 
a fatious Congregation, and to ſeparate from an eſtabliſhed 
Church ; and therefore Conſcience, though ic be generally 
pretended, is not the only cauſe of Difſentions in Religion. 
And indeed , how can it otherwiſe be imagined of rhe far 
greateſt part of Diſenters, bur that as the Scripture faith, 
They are laden with diverſe Infts, When they trample upon 
fo clear, and frequent Commands of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ro 
follow after Peace, and nity, and thoſe things that tend ro 
Edification, and ſtick at ſome thing that either is not cone- 
wauded, or not forbidden by God, and therefore lefr to the Ma- 
giftrates liberty, or which is bur ob/exre and dowbtfu!.. When 
they ſwallow preat ſins, (as Perjwrier; Rebellions , Falſe- 
hoods ) and yer ſtrain and ſcruple at an indifferent Ceremony. 
When they Pace ſo much of the eſſence of Religion and the 
Worſhip of God, in the forbearing ar indifferent Rite, char 
they think Ged is prophaned by ic, and frefuſe Communion 


with thoſethat ſo worfhip him.. When they precipicate chem- - 


ſelves 


'Joh.17.21, 
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ſelves either through Envy, Paſſion, or Deſign; 4nto'the ſeve- 
ral Sets of diſſenters, withour a ſearch after the Truth, and 
ſo ignorantly chat they know not what it is they embrace, 


. bue only that it is contrary to what they have forſaken; When 


their Separation is attended with ſo many werks of the fleſh, (as 
birterneſs, evil-ſpeaking, ſlanders of choſe who diſagree, lies 
ro ſupport their way, reproaches of the Governmerc, cruelty 
againit - their oppolites when in their power, and thoſe 
bloody undertakings to deſtroy the lawtyl Magiſtrate). How 
is it poſſible for us to think that Conſrience, and a fear of God is 
is the only Principle of choſe Diſlenters ? for if chat was the 
great rulgof their ations, they would walk by it in choſe 
other things wherein there is no occalion of ſcruple : and 
therefore it isto be concluded, that though ir is poſſible for 
ſome good ſouls to be deceived, yet the far greater part are 
firit blinded and manacled by cheir oven luſts , and foare led 
captive by deceivers. 


—_—_—_ A _ _— ua —_— 
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The Conſequences and Effefts of Difſentions, as to Religion 
and the Church. 


Ow ſince the Caſes of Diſſentions in Religion are in 

chemſelves ſo wicked, how can we but fear that their 
conſequences will be full of horror? for, what can theſe 
ſpawn but miſery and deſtruction? By them the cruth of 
Chriſtianicy is diſhonoured,for the reaſon our Saviour gives of 
his Prayer for Unity among his Diſciples was, that the wor/d 
ſhould believe that his Father had ſent him ; i.e. that he came 
from God, and therefore what he ſaid was true; therefore 
the difſentions which ſhould happen among them, would give 
a colour of unbelief ro the world, and they would be apr 


* to conclude, rhat God was no way the Axther of that which 


was full of ſtrife. The Apoſtle tells the Corinthians, that the 
diſorders which were among them would perſwade.Vnbe- 
lievers to ſay they were mad, 1 Cor. 14.37, The | Contentions 
in the firſt ages of the Church were the ſport of the Gentile 

iy "Theaters, 
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Theaters, and every unhalfowed ſcorner mide-the ſtrifes &f « g,; 
Chriſtians the ſubje& of his mirth.' Ns MOT FELAOY by og 
They alſo obſtru&t men in the imbracing the Faith , ds In eli 04h 
was ſhewed above, and therefore Ce!ſw npon this account evo auiy73s 
did reproach the Chriſtians, as if * they envied the world , the «1M wm 51) 
acknowledging the Trath , becauſe _ they nd (aqptr encreaſed their yo igrevet ral 
nymber, but their Diſſentions were alſo multiplied. | Thus they zany. 3n de45- 
hinder the Propagation of che Goſpel , and forbid thoſe thar rot dp infgds 
otherwiſe wauld come intothe Church. | LECT 
They corrupe alſo .thoſe that are within , and hinder the $9999%% «5 
' Growth of Grace, which every member oughr' ro promote Av ot , 
bork in himſelf and others; for che Apottte having faid vg + "rang 
of the Cerjnthians, that they were enriched in all knowledge, and mu x; 96C00- 
ſy having a plentiful portion of che Spirit , be; mighe have T6&c. 
expeRed ro have found them Spiritual, grown up to ſome x Cor. 1. 5. 
perfe&ian in'Chriſt, yer by reaſon of their ' diviſions they: x Cor. 3.1. 

were {till bur Babes, till carnal. For Diviſions and Difſentions 


i9 Religion do hinder. both che jaward and the outward means 


bh God hath given, 
{in convercins mento H , b 
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and evil ſpeaking one of. another; in mutval Contradi- 
Rions, perverſe Diſputings, doting about queſtions, and Scrife 
of words, in making Proſelyres to the faftions rather 
then in turning them co God, in teaching them the Prin- 
ciples of the party, rather than inſtruting them inthe Ora- 
cles of life. Then as to the O#tward means of edification, 
which is the Aſſembling of Chriſtians together , ( for the 
Apoſtle Heb. 10. 24.having admoniſhed the Hebrews to confider 
one another to provike unto love and good works , preſently adds as 
a means to this, Not forſaking the 2ſſembling of onr ſelves to- 
gether ; the joyning in the Worſhip of God, being che moſt 
powerful converſation which can poſſibly beget love, and 
ood works of oneto the other), . This. likewiſe is loſt by 
f Rions ; for where there are theſe diſſentions, Altar is ſec 
up againſt Altar,and Congregation againſt Congregation, and 
in ſtead of Provoking to love, and good works : men are 
enraged to Malice, and Deſtructive deſigns againſt rhe diſ- 
{encers. on. 
For that is another ſad effe& of theſe Niflentjpns,.they do 
imbrutiſh mankind, make them heady, high-winded , fierce, 
diſpiſers, and contemners of others, from deting.. about 
Queſtions, and ſtrife of words comes railing, envy, evil- 
ſarmiſes, and art laſt they come to the ſeyereſt Cruelties, 
tor ſuch have been praQiced by the Arians, Donatiſts, Circum- 
celliozes, and Papiſts, &c., And how unfit are ſuch ſouls for 
an habitation of God through the Spirit ? How uncapable do 
they become of the Image of the Lamb, who was lowly and 
neck, and whoſe voyce was not heard in the ſtreets ? Theſe are 
the miſchiefs chey do to Religion, the injuries they bring upon 
the Church ; but they ſtay not here. RN 2 en RH 
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The ( onſequences of Diſſentions as to the Civil State. 


Po: they vexthe Szate alſo, which being Cheilzg» 699 
not be. lafe while che (-huncA, ine Tow eſt, The mu; 
eual contendings of the' divided Parties diſturb the Phblick 
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Peace; diitratthe Peoplewth fears ; how ſar the malice of 
the more prevalehewill reach; and rhe ſeveral vicifſitudes of 


Succeſs on the-differetit lides, hinder'the common Sertlemenr,” 


and repreſent new terrors. In Fecleſi5ſtical Hiſtories; we 
ofren find the great Ciries of the World in flames kindled by 
Diſſ*ntions in Religion,the Streets running with blood,Churches 
broke open to ler in ſome new Intruder, and Armies cai- 
le ro ſuccour the Community, ' and tine the rage of the 
contencing Seats, and che Gentiles though unconcerned which 
part had Truth, yet felr themſelves involved in the Conten= 
rions of borh, 

. Bur che miſchiefs chey bring npon a State are moſt evi- 
dent inthofe Injuries they do ro Princes,and Magiſtrates; ' who 
cannot be diftreſſed with Difficulties, ' bur th2 who'e Commu- 
nity under them muſt have ſen(ible Miferies. Difſenrions are 
1njurious to them, as they take away that mutual Confidence 
Which onghr to be berwixt-all che members of che Stare,and 
more eſpecially betwixe the Prince, and People: (withore 
which confidence a Nation can never do any.great thing ;) 
men do nor ealily and willingly rrattchoſe whom they do not 
think faichful co God, and ſo every Schiſmatick looks upon 
bis Prince that doth not profeſs the ſame Opinions with him- 
ſelf. Hence comes ir to paſs thar he'fs obſtructed co any 
great deſign ; Conſtantine complained 'tizat he could not wage 
his War again Perſia when the Herelieof ins did.ſo:per- 
plex his Empire. For'he mighe juſtly have feared chat other 
effet of Diflentions, which is , thar they give- Occaſion to 
ſome - 4mlitions Spirit to gain the Aﬀettions of the more 
fleighted SeR, and ſo fit himſelf with a Party ro endeavour at 
Tyranny: for prerending their\ProteRion,and defence of cheir 
Cauſe, he might drive on his own deligns for a-greatnels not 
due ro+him. : Beſides, Difſenters in Religion are-fir nffrs- 
wents for an Invading 'Enemy to weaken the force of a Na» 
tion, by pretending-Kindneſs to the diſcontented: Sefts, who 
ealily are cheated to think. Changes will prove Remedies 
and: vainly hope for ichoſe favours from a'Foreigner which 
they difpair:of -underitheir Lawful King. -Nay; ſometimes 
the-difcounrenanced ————__ an Ambition gt” 
Vi | 2 oun 


A Difeeuſe of 


found none ;- for it is uſual with. them- to- give immuderate 
praiſesto all of their lide, eſpecially to any. Great man, whom 
they have chanced to deceive; and fo by ſwelling him. to a 
Pride, flatter him to attemptsat Power, that he may vindicate 
them from their imaginary Opprefſions. ys 


—_ 


DC —— 


SECT: 7. 
What the Magiſtrate ſhonld do as to Diſſentions. 


Hus having ſeen the Nature, Cauſes, and Effefts of Dil- 
ſentions in Religion , that they are dire&ly contrary 
tothe Jntereſ# of the Goſpel, that they are derived from Lnffs, 
and Corrruptions ; and at beſt chey are the /nfirmitics of men, 
which firſt give them a being, and afcerwards nouriſh them, 
that their Effetts are as baſe as their Cauſes, and alſo pregnant 
with miſery both to Church and State. We may now proceed 
ro form a judgement of T oleration. 

Firſt, I conceive all will grantehat Every man in his Place 
and Order is bound, to remove all ſuch things as are ſo diſho- 
nourable to Religion, obftruRive to true Piety, and pernici- 
ousto Church and State; for his Obligations to his own Pro- 
feſſion, his Intereſt to provide for his own Peace and Safety, 
and his Love to his Comntrey ; require noleſs from him :' and 
indeed this every Set doth pratice, and indeavour ; for 
while they labour ro draw all to their own party, they plainly 
declare they would have no diflentions; 

Then ic follows, that Zfagiſfrates, Kings, and Princes, and - 
all concerned in the Legiſlative, and Furidica! power of their 
own People ; are likewiſe obliged to the ſame endeavour. For 
muſt Kings fit ſtill, and bethe idle ſpeRators of injuries daily 
aced againſt the Religion they profeſs, -be quiet/in their own 
Diſhonowr,and their peoples: 1/ery?and muſt they patiently ſee 
their Ciries,and Communities rendred more unſafe than a Wil- 
derneſs, and more unquier thenherds of Beaſts ? ſhall not a 
Prince labour to prevent the contempt of Religion ? binde up 
the wounds of his divided State,” ftep ithe- avenues to all am» 

bitious Uſurpation? \but- this cannot be done, unleſs it be bis 


Power 
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Power and Right, either to prevent theſe Diflentions; as much 
25 he can, or reſtrain and remove themif they do arife,, And 
were itnot Lewfwl for Chriſtian Princes to do fo, their condi- 
tion muſt be far worſe by becoming Chriſtians, than when chey 
were {trangers to the Faith; and they would be loſers as to 
their temporal Rights, by falling down before Jeſus Chriſt ; 
which is contrary to the will of our Saviour , who hath com- 
manded-his fo[lowersto givethem all their Dszs , their Fear, 
and Honowy ; nay, no man either loſes or gains any temporal 
Righe by embracing the Faith ; and therefore we are not to 
think, that when our Lord would have Kings, and all that are 
in Authority, come to the knowledge of the truth, that they might be 
ſaved, that he _ they ſhould forfeit their juſt righes, 
and part with that Power that ſhould keep their People in a 
due SubjeRion : For by the Law of Natare,Princes have pow- 
erto uſe all juſt means co keep their peopie in peace, and co 
be Miniſters for their good. Bur it becoming Chriſtians they 
may not uſe their power to reſtrain difſentions in Religion , it 
is not poſſible for them to ſecure the peace, and preſerve the 
weaker from the more ſtrong, and violent ; nay, nor guard 
their own juſ# Rights from thoſe who will attempt ac Ty- 
ranny. x 

How alſo can the promiſe of God be accompliſhed , by 


which he afſures the Church, 1/2. 49. 23. That Kings ſhall be - 


her nur /ing Fathers, and Queens her nurſing Mothers. If thoſe 
who have the ſupream Dominion cannot preſerve it from che 
greateſt Peſt; that ſhe is obnoxious unto, and defend her 
from choſe things which will at laſt bring a Famine of the 
Word , by which ſhe lives. And how canthe Chriltians hope 
for that end of their Prayers, that Kings ſhowld acknowledge the 
truth, (ince if they have no power to reſtrain Schifms , they 
cannot ſecure them in 4 quiet and peaceable life. 

\ Tr is ſaid by thoſe who are afraid that Princes who differ 
from them, ſhould concern themſelves in the care of Religi- 
on, that the Magiſtrate may do his. Office towards the propa- 
gation of Piety by his own Example, Profeſſion, and Munifi- 
cexce. But alas, however effetual the Examples of Kings, 
if bad, are tothe licenſing of Yice, yet Bnparieece hows how 
ittle, 


. A Diſcourſe of 
little, though god, they prevail co an Imiation of Yertne, 
eſpecially in a Cerrapt Generarion z for ſacticannot bear even 
with the Virtues of Heroical Princes. Beſides, the Slandcye 
which the ſeveral Sets raiſe uþon a King that d:flents from 
them, blunt all che force of his Example, and draws even his 
noble Att to occaliors of Jealouſie. Moreover, it is an un- 
uſual way of Governing, in things of ſo great Concernmente 
as Relivion is y only by bare examples: When Cerruptions are 
ftrons and high, vigorous Laws only can givea check unto 
them. Nay, the firſt thing that $chiſmaaticks and Hereticks are 
ravghr, isto Deſpiſe Kings, and caſt of all reverence to Prin» 
ces; asthofe rhar have fo much of the World , that chey have 
nothing of Chriſt. And although the perſonal profeſſionof a 
King, may be an encouragement to the Truth ;' yet it is no 
proviſion for the Peace ; tor the negleRed SeRs will through 
envy encreaſe tieir animolities againſtthe indu'ged party, and 
ſo lay afide that reverence which is due to the Prince, as $ 
Common Father, and look upon him with that indignation as is 
uſed againſt a profefſed Enemy, As for the Munificence of 
Kings tothe Religiovs they approve, it doth:more enrape the 
F:&ious. Conſtantine's Charity ro the Catholicks in Africk 
that communicated wich {cilians,firſt heated the Schiſmaricks 
ro libel acainſt him. Had not the Liberality of onr Ancient 
Kings raiſed Biſhops above ſcorn, and. pur' them in ſuch 
Stare, as kept off contempt together with want, they might 
have been as quiet now as a Preſident of a Presbytery, or a Ger- 
74n ſuperintendent , notwithitanding their prereniions to ſole 
power in Church affairs. But now the favgur of the Prince is a 
mark for envy, and if He hath no other Guard for his peace, his 
Goodneſs ſhall ſummon troubleſome, and enviousSpirits to 2{x- 
tiny and Sedition, 7361 | 


———— 


SECT. 8. 
That aToleration is not the way to our Peace, and Settlement. 
Hus it _ proved, that the Magiſtrate is obliged, atrd 


hath's rightful power to 7eſfrain Diſſentions in Religion, 
| : | and 
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and to hinder rhoſe deſtructive and ſad Conſequences which 
neceſſarily low from them , and that he cannot attain his end 
eicher by his Example, Profeſſion , or CMunificence to what he 
judges to be truth 3 I conceive it tollows, that he mutt uſe the 
molt proper Means of all Government , which are good and 
wiſe Laws , and a due Erecution of them when made. 
What theſe Laws ſhould be, isnot for private and particn= 
lar perſons to preſcribe ; (this was the irchin the late Confa- 
ſions, and did tncreaſe them ;) but isto be leftto thoſe whoſe 
Province « is, whoſe eAdvancement above the common Level 
gives them the belt proſpe& of the [nconveniences, and Nece ſſz- 
ties of the people, whoſe Experience in the wayes of Converla- 
tion can ſuggeſt what is moſt ſuicable; and being Miniſters of 
God, for chis very thing , may expe& his bleſing for their 
direftion. The Undertaking therefore of this diſcourſe is 
nor ro determine the uſe of Power, but to ſhew thar a Tolerati- 
on of Diſſentions is not (as is prerended in ſeveral Pamphlets) 
the wayto the peace and happineſs of this Nation : Becauſe it can- 
not remove the Cauſes ot our Diſtempers , nor hinder the de- 
ſtruive'EffeRs of them. For if theſe Diſſentions are, as it is 
ſaid, the wretched cauſes of our want of Settlement, and it 
can be proved that a Toleration of chem will make them nei- 
ther leſs in Number, nor in their Malignity, how can it be 
thought char we ſhall be any ching the bercer for a Toleration 
of them. I ſhall therefore, 1. Give ſome reaſons in general, 
that a Toleration will not remove Diſſentions , nor hinder their 
effefts. 2dly. That a Toleration is not for the Intereſt of our. Na- 
tion at this time, 3dly. I ſhall anſwer. the reaſons which are 
urged for it. 
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SECT. 9. 


That « Toleration is not the way to remove our Diſſentions, nor 
to hinder their effebts.. 


1: F yNleſs it were evident , that the men who' ſpeak and 
write for a Toleration do plead-their own Intereſt, 
which commonly impoſes upon the-underftanding;' we mighe 
A 0) 3" wOn- - 
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wonder how they conld ever imagine, tliat a Toleration were 
the only way to walt D.flentions,” or make them languiſh as 
rotheir malignancie; that we ſhould have more Peace by per- 
mitting the Breaches of it, and come toa Setilement by en- 
couraging our Diſftraitions. If indeed it were plainly acknow- 
ledged that all cheſe Diſlentions grew from a_ Spirit of Con- 
tradiftion, then perchance a Toleration might ſatter chem to 


_ anguiſh intheir own fury, and waſt for want of Oppolicion : 


and by leaving mento cheir own giddinels, let chem come to 
Qu1ierneſs by their fall:But thenthis may render tte Condition 
ot Princes deſpicable, who mult purchaſe their peace by the 
Proſtitation of their Authority; and get Otledience by giving no 
Commands, But this Love of Contradiction, although ir be 
Fufficiently implyed-to go a great way to the effeting of our 
Difſentions,(lince it is focommon a maxime among the Diſſen- 
rers, that an IndiJerent thing becomes unlawful by being cemman- 
ded) yet this is not publickly proteſied ; and theretore is not 
urged for a Toleration. . a ets rs LED 
But Conſcience is moſt pretended to be the canſe of our 
Diſſentions, To take of this pretence, it is-not neceſſary, and it 
would be tedious, to diſcourſe how vain arethe Pretenfions 
of rhe greateſt part of D:fſentions to Conſcience, and how 
difficult it is for the Diflenters to make out their Pretenlions, 
-and what meaſure of Liberty is to be aftorded: to them. Our 
ſubje& requires no more then to ſhow , that a Toleration of 
Diſſentions that pretend to Conſcience will not abate either. their 
Number , ir their Effefts, For the Conſcience which is pre- 
rended to colour Difſentions,is either Erroneom, or Duliom,or 
Scrupulous; becauſe in many Diſſentions about the ſame thing, 
che Conſciences of one party only can be guided by trueamd certain 
Principles, all the reſt muſt be abuſed by Errors, Doubts, or 
Scruples., Now although ic liesnot in the power of mortal 
men to keep the Conſciences of others free -from'any of 
theſe, Yet they may take of all /ncomragements to Error, and 
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and the*/candal of thoſewho are withour. And for this ehey 
have the praftiſe of the Apoſtle for their rule, Who com- 
mands' the Chriſtians, and Chxrches to do all that in them lay to 
hinder ſuch chings as did adminiſter 'ro Contentions, as by 
Withdrawing from them and Reje&ing them ; which are the 
exprellions of Excommunication, the greateſt puniſhmenc 


the Church could inflict, Thus hs, commands Timothy ,t Tim.s 4:5. 


To withdraw himſelf from men that doted about Queſtions 
and ſtrifes of words, and thoſe men of torrupt minds, who 
were given to perverſe Diſputings, He commands Titm , 


To .avoid fuoliſh Queſtions , - and contentions, and ſtrivings Tic. 3. 9, 10. 


about the Law, fer they are unprofitable and vain, and to reject 
a man that t an Heretick, He commands the Church of 


the Romars , tO receive the weak, in faith, but not to dontbt» Rom, 14.1. 


ful Diſpmtations, and yer the things which were among 
chem oaiſpured ſeem to be of greater moment, pretend- 
ed as much co Conſcience, as the Diflentions among us do, 
and he gives this rule co every Chriſtian , how he ought to 
manage his differing opinions of chings in which che King- 


dom of God is not, Hiſt thou faith , have it to thy ſelf be* th, ver, nz« 


fore God; a man was not to publiſh his opinions, however 
perſwaded in his Conſcience to the hinderance of Righteenſ- 
neſs, and Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, all which, Diflentions 
doe certainly hinder. | 

This was the Apoftolical courſe to remove Difſentions 
that pretend to Conſcience, which if they be colerated muſt 
needs increaſe, for the /tch of diſputing , Opiniaſtrete , delire 
of vittory and applanſe, and the encreaſe of Congregations, 
which are Infirmities that ſtick cloſe to the fleſh, even of Con- 
ſcientious men, will maintain if not multiply the Difſentions. 
And if they are maintained, What ſecurity can there be to 
the Church and State, that their effeRs will not be as violent 


and deſtrutive: For, it is a vain ſpeculation to think, that * 


men who differ upon Principles of Conſcience , will not by the 
ſame Conſcience be prevailed upon to endeavour the Propa- 
gation, and enlargement of their way , and if they do ſo, ic 
muſt be wich che depreſſion of others, who equally contend for 
the ſame with them , and then — Ambition, eAnger, 

or 
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or Revenge can find as mears for ir, Thall be ſureto put inpra- 
iſe on both ſides. 

But if D:fentions (as hath been proved) have for the moſt 
part no other Original than Zuſfs both in the Authors and 
Followers ; Can we hope that Carnal defires will grow modeſt 

. by being Tolerated, and languiſh under a Permiſſion ? That 
men will then certainly grow good, when they may withour 
fear of the Mapiſtrate be evil? And that then they will learn 
peace, when they haye an Indemnity for being contentious 
and quarrelſome? Lnſts are hardly rerrench'd even by ſe- 
vere Laws, bur rhey will certainly grow wanton, and be 
more curſedly fertile inall their wicked effetts- when a Law 


licenſes them. 
* Am, lib 22, ; ES bh ne . 
Difdentes Inſtances of Diſſentions increaſed by a T oleration. 
Chriſtianorum N ahe ET 
antiſtites cum Hus therefore ,. whatſoever the Cauſes of Diſſentions 


plebe diſciſſa in are, it is plain that a Toleration of them neither leſſens 
pazatum wtr9- nor ſoftens them ; but this being to be a matter of Fa, the 
-—, '—"wa_s beſt jndgment we can form of a thing that is to come, is to 
d;ſcordiis con. conſider how the ſame thing was in times paft ;_ and if we 
ſopitis quiſqz» . conlider the Inſtances of a Toleration in former Ages, we 
aullo vetante, ſhall ſoon perceive what we are like to hope for from ir, if 
Religion ſue row it ſhould be pur in praRtice. 

TE The fill Inſtance ſhall be that Toleration of Julian the 
pidus. Dued HS l , 
agebat ideo ob- eApoſtate , who though at the beginning of his Uſurpation, 
flinatt, udiſ- to delude the Chriſtians to an acquieſcence under his Empire; 
ſenſ;ones augen- he did profeſs Chriſtianity, and obſerved' their Solemairies,; 
end 42» yer when Conſtantizs was dead, then he openly applyed him- 
mantem poſtea felfto ſer upthe 1dolatry of the Gentiles. And thar he might 
plebem : nlas do this with eaſe,and withoutfear of the Chriſtians,by his Edits 
nfeſtas bomiui- he gave a publick liberty #0 all and every S'fEof the' Galileans, 
bus beftias, ut (for ſo he called the Chriſtians ). To what purpoſe ,Ammianw 
OE onde Marcellinus, who was one of his Courtiers and Officers, and 
a exper- of his own Religion tells us, for he faith, * Fe did thit with (0 


tbe much the more Induftry , that Tolration and Licence A > - 
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their Diſſentions, he need not. for the time to come fear that People 
would agree together, he having had experience that no Beaſts are 
wore ſavage to men,than muſt of the Diſſenting Chriſtians are to one 
another. How far heattained his end, the murder of Georgize 
the Arrian at Alexandria, the Tumults about Athanaſius, and 
the ſuffering of the Orthodex there,the Inſolencies of the D#- 
natiſts in Africk,, the commorions at Antioch, and the frequenr 
Apoſtacies, are ſufficient Evidences of the miſchiefs of his 
Toleration ; yer he when he gave it pretended Kindneſs and 
Peace; for he admoniſhed them to lay ſide their Civil Diſcords, 
and that tvery one without fear or contradiftion from any, ſhould 
obſerve his own Religion. It is no great credit for Toleration, 
thac this man's practiſe is propoſed for a pattern, by the 


Author of a Propoſition for Peace and Happineſs , who to abuſe Page 5; 


the Age to an ihclination of Imitating him , calls him iſe, 
and Brave,(cthough with an allay of Carſed and Apoſtate). Which 
is no preat wonder, fince every Se& commends thoſe of cheir 
own Judgment : and ir appears that thar Author is not ac- 
quainred with the Hiſtory of that /ſurper ; for if he had , he 
muſt haye cenſured him for 8 vain and light-headed. perſon, 
and muſt have knownehat the Toleration he granted, and nor 
his Contempt of Chriſtians, did them. the greateſt miſchief. _ 
Another Inſtance is that of the Donatifts, the Authors of 
which were before ſpoken of. This Schiſms began ar the 
Concluſion of Diccletian's Perſecution, about the year of 
our Lord 306. For the ſpace of ſix years after chey imployed 
all their ares ro root themſelves by ſpreading' abroad Calum- 
nies of Cerilianu in all the Churches of Africk, and by 
confirming in frequent Synods their Sentences againſt him, 
and all that did adaere unto him. But when Conſtantine began * 
ro ſhew his/ greater” care of Chriſtianity, and granting ſeve- 
ral Priviledges'eo the ſeveral Churches, did fharie modg 
the reſt rake care of the African, nfl commanded Avli- 
94 the Pro-Conſul, that he ſhould exempt the Clergie of tbe 
Catholick Church there,of which Ceci/iaw bad the care,from 
all Pablick, and Civil burdensor Services: and had alſo in 
his own Letrers to Cecilianss commended unto him the dif- 
penſinp of his Chariry to the _ of Africk,- this __— 
2 4 © : cone 
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done to him enraged the envy ofthe Schiſmaticks. They there- 
upon exhibirto Anxlines, a Book of Articles againſt Cecili- _ 
anss, which they deſired might be tranſmitted ro Conſtantine : 
and not content with that, ſend ſome of theirs to proſecute 
the charge: This being matter of great trouble to that good 
Emperonr, he refers the cauſe to ſeveral Biſhops, and afrer- 
wards calls a Council at Arles, in all which the Donatiſts were 
condemned, and (cilianzs quitred, This Judgment fo far 
provoked them, that they fleight rhe Sentences of the Re- 
Ferrees, and (onncil, diſobey the Emperour's Command, That 
they ſhould not without his permiſſion return to Africks 8& they alſo 
profecute him with DetraCtion, as being corrupted by the Catho- 
licks. He being juſtly incenſed by theſe Indignities, commands 

their Churches to be taken from thems,and themſelves to be baniſhed. 
Yet about four years and an half after, whether ©- 
vercome by their importunate Petitions, or being wil- 
ling 8 apply himſelf wholly to the buſineſs of Aris, he 
remits their baniſhment, but with ſuch expreſſions, as ſhews 
he did abhor tiem ; for in his Letters that left them to their 
Liberty, he calls them Peſſimos, & Chriſtiane packs inimicos; 
i, & CMoſt wile men, and Enemies of the Chriſtian Peace ; 
and. he is ſaid therefore to have caken off their Baniſhmene, 
and to have permicted them to their own fury, Quia jam ce- 
perat Dems in illos vindicare. i.e, Becauſe God had beguntto 
take vengeance of them. From this time they grew more 
reſtleſs, and came to that heighe by che time of Conftans ( to 
whoſe part of the Empire, Africk did _— that as Gratus 
Biſhop of Carthage in his return from the Conncil of Sardis 
informed himy the Church of 4frick was in a miſerable condis- 
tion, by reaſon of the Donatiſts ; For by their followers the 
Circunceliones, they did refift the Governours of the Prf- 
vinces, and wandering through Towns, Villages, and. Fairs, 
prerended to be the Reftorers of Publick, Fuſtice, and upon that 
account, they ſuffered none to be ſecure of their Poſſeſſions, 
they did ſet ſlaves at liberty to injure their £Mafters, and de- 
livered Debtors from the Creditors, burning the Bonds: be- 
ewixtthem , and many other as of injuſtice. He therefore 
adviſed that Emperour, that though there. was lictle bope of 
reducing the Lexders of the Factions, yet if he ould. Joad 
Z | ome 
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ſome Ambaſſadors thither-to-perſwade the People to Xnity, and 
ro this end to beſtow. ſome. {+arity among the poorer ſort, he 
mighe poſſibly. prevail ro. draw them off, and weaken the 
Schiſmuticks.' - Conſt4ns follows the counſel: that was given, 
and ſends © Macarins, and Paulxs to diſperſe his Charity a- 
mong the People, and to perſwade them to Uniry. The Do- 
nati/ts fearing the effeRs of this Charity , write to all their - 
Se, that they ſhould not receive the money from the Ang- 
baſſedurs, and ſtir. up the Circumcelliones to aſſault them 
with force; upon which - acarizs in order to his own 
ſafety, gets ſome Bands and Troops for his own Guard, 
who ſlew many of the Phanatick Invaders .1n their attempts,and 
having mafter'd their boldneſs , the Council was gathered, cal- 
led the firſt Connecil of Carthage,which did againcondemn them, 

But it was not long atter, that Conſfans was murder- 
ed, and ſg thoſe Donatiffs returned ro their old Inſo- 
lencies being not (as is probable) reftrained by Con- 
frantins; becauſe they had joyn'd themſelves to the 
Arrians -whom he favoured. Burt when Jalian the Apoſtare 


had gotten the Empire by Peritioning, and flattering that pro- 4,g. xp. a8. 


fefſed Enemy of Chriſtianity , with whom (they ſaid) Righ- 


zeonſneſs only had place, they gained that power , where- J#ſiitialocum 
by they drove the Orthodox from the Churches, in thoſe #4*r%t+ 


places where their number was moſt prevalent,and committed 
many Slaxghters where they could not be reliſted , viola- 


ted the Virgins, that profeſſed Chaſtity, put out the Eyes Au$- Fp. 50. 


of ſome, cur off the hands, and pull'd out the tongue of a 
certain Biſhop : burne the houſes of private men, -fired 
the Churches, caft the Scriptwres into the flames; and + 
committed ſo many crimes as made that place and Genera- 
tion miſerable and infamous. The following Emperour 
Falentinian did nothing to ſuppreſs them, only ſer forth an 
Edi& againſt their Rebaptizing, and that withour any Mul& 
atall, His ſon Gyatian did alſo forbid the fame, and Com- 
mand that thoſe places only which they had taken from the Or- 
thodox in the Rebellion of Firmus. ſhould be reſtored. Theſe 
negle&s of .the Emperours, either buſied roo much with 
the Cares of the declining Empire, and imployed inves Re- 
Fiſting the riſing T5rants, were not much different from"a 

| D.3 Toleration, . 
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To.eratim. And in that-time -the Donatiſfs grew. to that 
Greatreſs and Security , that rbey' fell into. Faſtions, the 
Primimiſte', 8nd Matimianiſte ," and' being ſeeure from all 
| Laws againſt them ; "they were'fo bold as to. make ' Laws 
Arg Epiſt.tE6. themſelves, that is one 'Fa@ion: of them agaiaſt the pther ; 
for the Primiaxifte ſent a Cryer co proclaim at Sinzs, thar 
Whiſoev:r (ould Communicate with Maximianus, his hoſe 
ſrontd be bntut. At this time their Nembver was fo greac, 
that the (thclicksiti\the rime of Theodoſins,Cwho made no Law 
apainit them in Particular, but only againſt Herecicks in Ge- 
neral, which Lawg*che two SeRs pleaded one againſt che 
other,) were afraid ro deal with them by the Laws offgEm- 
perours which were apainſt them; and che Pro- Conſ>ls be- 
ing terrified by the violence of the Circamcelliones chought 
it moſt ſafe ro Tolerate them. 4 
But notirhſtanding all this , when Honorins the Son of 
Theodofrus, who ſucceeded him as to the pyefern Empire, 
made a ſevere Law againſt them, and bouhd the Governours 
of the Provinces under the fame penalty as was to be in- 
flited on the Criminals if they did not execureic; ir did 
ſo mvech contribure ro rhe Unity Of the Charch, that Saint 
Axguſtine in his Epiſt. 43. to Vincentins ” Heretick _—_—_ 
ts To. 28.0 "” X : could fo:w hint muny, even of the 
Cirenmcebion = PRE MONLEE iſs Circumcelliones ,(the fieirceſt 
nifeſtos habeamus, damnantes ſum priſtiaam vis Zealots of che Donatifts) mop 
tam oy miſcrabilem errorem, qz0 ſe arbitrabin- become manifeſtly god Catholiks, 
—_— "1: ripe facere __ wo oe who did condemn thei former 
actevant © z . I F 8 . : 
ags perducereaturni ETD dſo re Neves _ aſe ys yo ns 
plicent vincults tanquam phrexetici ligarentsr. whereby te) # ""s tall that thetr 
raſh fury ud mude them do, was 


done for the good of the Charch of: God : who had never been yr 
| duced to that Sonundneſs of Mind ,"but fot Laws that were 
"ono, Mmixde againſt theim, And agaih, 

Ib. Duam multi ex ipfis nune wohiſcurh. gan\ = AIP we 
dentes , priſtinum pondus GR ov mga Ho A upp. of them now Refoyclag. 
euſant, &+ fatentur nos  ſsbi moleftos eſſe debuiſſe, with "ni do accnſe their- former 
ne tainuam mortifers Somno, ita morbo veternoſe Prafticet', and Confeſs that 've 
conſyetudings interirent, : onghr to have been thus tronblt- 
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ſome to them » leaft they h4d" periſhed in the Diſeaſe of | thety 
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former Converſationyas in ſome deadly ſleep, And inhis Epilt. ad 
Bonifacium,He ſaith,That when thoſt Laws ' © Deere” 


came into Africk,theſt eſpecially who did wait Aug.Ep.go. 7am veis cum ifte leges 
for an occaſion, but were either afraid of the vein Africam, & p'ecipue 11 
qui querebant ogeafuonem » aut —O_ 

' , * A an * 

to offend their Relations, did immediately joyn 1; offendete,ad Neth Flm conrins > traw- 
themſelves to the Church. Many alſo who ' frernt. Multi etham qubfold illic a parcn- 
were joyned to the Donatiſts by a Cuſtom de» bus traits conſuetuajtietenebantur, qua- 


livered to them from their Fathers , but had lem vera cauſam ipſa' Hereſis habert» 
#1494408 autea cogitaverant » munquan 


| | uarere aut confiderare volucrant, nmunc 
that Hereſfie, and never intended to ſearch and yr reperyat yew ep nihi! dizaurs 
conſiger it ; yet then when they 'tegan to n+ ' Tn ea invenire proptev quod tanta damus 
quire into it , and found nothing in it, yet” \ paterentur, fine ultabffcultaie Ca:bolrcs 


Cruelty of the Phanaticks,' or were unwilling jureatium metuebantyſt 


yet never underſtood what cauſe there was for 


ſhould = xv an adherence even to ſuffering, 144th ſuit. 
they without any difficulty become Catholicks. 
So chat after theſe Laws rhar Set did daily decline, andche 
more obſtinate” qa gens of them joyn'#chemſelvesto the 
Goths ahd Yaudporhat then invaded A/rich, or elfe were miing- 
led among the P#[zg?zs , an 'Hereſie thar' aroſe abour tiiole 
Times. This inftance ſhews how Toleration' and (onnivance 
doth not diminiſh difſentions 'in Religion, and how. whole- 
ſome Laws do ſerve co Unity, -  _ © © 
But were we without all other inſtances, we cannot forger 
what was the iſſue of Ti/tratios in bur own Nation and our 
own dayes.. . That. Feftios which: detigned: the. raine of our 
Church andState,aimingto get a party for themſelyes,after they 
had quite overthrown all , wliofe Cares wereto be for Di(ci- 
pline, did then ps Liberty to alf tendey Conſciences; By'whichthe 
Diffentions' of Religion were io tar increaſed, thavie was che 
wonder 'of all-confidering met 7 how'it was poſſible ſo few 
years could prodice ftett a 'prodieiors Catalogue of: Herefies. 
All theſe alfo were Uirricd dh wie ele uſual 'of: Schifm. 
The independents faſtening Antichrifthaniſns t© the Precbytiriens. 
The Anabaptifts charging tlie [adeperients wf'lome relicks. of 
cheman of Sin. Fhe ' Serker+ d8rvingal fr epofaxes,” The 
 Antitrinlgarians, and” Sheihabs WE en er 
againſt the $63, #hd' Hol Bpirth of: God. Dive Awinomelatrecait- 
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but their own. © How. was every houſe-filled -with Strifes and 
Contentions, and even the very Foundations of Unity and So- 
ciety, which are Families, torn in pieces. In every Town al- 
moſt which was capable cf ewo Preachers, one Presbyterian, 
and another Independent were planted there ; like the Roman 
Malefa&tors, condemned as it were by the Fatious, ro Di/- 
. pute, and. Precch, and Strive one with the other for the greareit 
Congregation. Hence became they the ſport of Atheiſts and 
Papiits. How often did the contending Seas give Diſturbance 
ro the Authors of their Literty ; fomerimes declaring for 
chem ,, and another while bewailing their Lukhewarwneſs ; for- 
cing the Xſurperstoall cheir Arts, , now to cajole one Se, and 
to morrow to comply with another. The Remainder of the Par- 
liament is one while adored , and at another eime ſcornfully 
flung off. The Cruel Tyrant is now their /dol, anon their 
abomination ; and they who raiſed them were often forced to 
mourn for their Imprudence in a Toleration 3' which being ar 
firſt invented as an /»/?rament for their DeGgn was afterwards 
the Engine of their Ruine, This is ſo freſhan inſtance, thar ic 
is undeniable, that Toleration was in grzat part, the cauſe of 
our former Miſeries, and our preſent Diſquiets, 


S E C T. I I o F 
T hat a Toleration is not for the intereſt of this Nation at this time. 


"On e who ſo earneſtly preſs for a Toleration of Diſſentions 
in Religion repreſent unto us for the Neceſſity of .it , the 
great Miferies of the Nation which come by chem,, and which 
we acknowledge to be-the moſt neceſſary Conſequences of 
them. Burr is alſo as evidentithar a Toleration will not. be a Re- 
edy for them, becauſe that hath been the verycauſe which hach 
hatch'd them co this Namber and Strength. Whoever heard of 
che Names of Seekers and Qwukers before tne general Licenſe 
- was granted for eyery.one to be as mad in Religion as be plea- 
ſed. Tndependents were not yulgarly known, and.their Name 
was as Obſcure tothe world, as the natureof chat.SeR was to 
che Authors themſelves in: their beginning ; . till ſuch Fe as 

they 
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they werg ſummoned from Awerica and Holland to confront 
Presbytery. Presbytery it ſelf was but in Project; and Deſign 
managed by a few private perſons in the dark, Afiniſters of 
little »ste. But when men were freeto break their Oaths, to 
renounce their S»lſcriptions, and cancel all the Bonds of 
Faith ; then thoſe who had cnformed, Preached , and contended 
for tae eſtabliſhed Forſhip, appeared wich'the higheſt zeal 
for that which before they dared not to own: and hoped to 
get that by the ruines of Epiſcopacy » which they deſpaired 
ro acquire while it was ſtanding. If then a Toleration did 
open all the avenues to6 our Miferies, how can we hope it will 
be a Way tour Happineſs > And how can chat be for the /nte- 
reſt of England, to which it owes all her paſt Troubles , and 
preſence Diſorders ? 

Ic is forthe Intereſt of England as much as for any other 
State, to haveno Faions, nor co permit any thing that may ei- 
ther form or nouriſh them. But the Diſſentions among us are now 
bur as-fo many ſeyeral FaZious in the State, which I do nor 
remember can be ſaid, of any of the antient Schiſmsand Here- 
ſes inthe Church. Some of them mighr be againitthe Perſons 
of che Princes who did not fayour them: bur I have read of 
none that endeavoured the Change and Alteration of the Go- 
vernment Of the Empire. Bur it.is ſo with us, The Papifts are 
for the Saprewacy of the Biſhop of Rywe. Some of the other 
Sefrare tor a Communnealth, and think HMonarchy inthe State 
incanliſtent with the Parity thatis tobe in the Church. Ochers 
are for the Fifih- Monarchy, and think their own Graces a title 
to Dominion, under him whom they look for ro come, and until 
be. doth come. In all:of them there be very many of brokes 
Hopesthart have falles:from thoſe Fertwnes, and Power which 
they..were Mafters of im our Troubles, whenthey/had either 
ſome great or little Office in their Cities, Shires,or Pariſhes. And 
now having -toſt them, and reſtrain'd in the Tyranny they then 
aced : chink.char ac preſent the ſafeſt way is to ſmorhertheir 
Diſcontents under ſome diſſatisfaftonin Religion, and thar to 
retrive.their loſt Hopes they. muſt ger © a' Toteration! ''For 
when:their Sed are allowed, their. eminency #n their parties 
will-give them advantages GAGER qbeir-deſigns- in the 


State 
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State, andimake.them Conſiderable either to bring about, or 0b- 
ftratt a change. Therefore Faftion inthe State being thus inter- 
woven with Diſſentions in Religion , the Foleration of one ſore 
is the permiſſion of another. And we may juſtly fear thar they 
will uſe their Opportunities (if they get any) co our greater 
Confuſion, They being now enraged by their former Diſappoints 
ments; they have alſo ſeentheir miſcarriages, and are chereby 
jnſtrued ro a greatef Cunning to avoid the rocks they before 
ſplit upon. Ir will now be done with greater eaſe: the Waves 
are not yet quire down lince our laſt Tempelt; and therefore 
the leſſer Winde will ſoon move them :. We have not had time 
enough to recover our laſt (ickneſs, and we may ealily Relapſe 
ro our former Diſeaſe, Moſt of the [ame menrare alive ſtill, who 
werethe Cauſes of our Unhappineſs ; they have the /awze Con- 
fidences among their Parties, know all their Tc-pers and Humor, 
and the Arts and Means of calling them cogecher. Therefore 
ro permit theſe Fattions,which is all one with a Toleration,cannot 
be for the Intereſt of England, if Peace and Quiettieſs, 4nd the 

{teddy Adminiſtration of che Laws be forthe Intereſt of ic. 
Iris alſo for the Intereſt of Englaxzd that we have-a Rightful 
Prince tornle aver us, Whoſe Juſt Title giving hima right to 
all the Aﬀections, and Obedience of the People, he ſhall need 
no Arts of Tyrantsto keep them in Fear , and ro weaken them 
© a YVaſſalage: But Uſ/arpers, conſcious of their. want of 
Right , know that they have not. thoſe affefions which are 
due to it, dotherefore.endeavour to. have the fears of ſuch 
3s cannot love them, and to that end do all ro weaken 
them : which nothing doth. ſo. effettually as Schiſms and 
Fattions, From the Courts of Tyrants crept- thoſe mon- 
ftrous Idolatries of Dogs , and Crocodiles 3' and he-'was 
no other who taught 1/-el. to Sin in Worſhiping Calves; 
By the ſame way that theſe men uſe their power, do they alſo 
setit. And Difſentions in Religion do facilitate 'the way to 
Hſurpation. Therefore the Commons inthe Parliament, Jac. 19+ 
give this asa reaſon, why the Set of :Papifs ſhonld' not be 
conniyed at, becauſe /t epeneth tao wide a gapifor Popwlarity to any 
who ſhalldraw tos great aparty..  Andiit is not our 'of our me- 
mory,that Crone/ gothis Power by the orher ſort of _— 
; ere- 
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Therefore a Toleration isas much againſt the litereſt of Eng» 
land as a righcful King is for it. z I 

To keep the people of Exgland in. their: good Nature, not 
to have them corrupted intheir Manners, is certainly for the 
' Intereſt of th: Nation. This people are free, and Open- 
hearted, nacurally full-of Simplicity , devour and inclinabls 
ro Religion: and therefore very obnoxious ro Deceivers, thar 
come under the ſhew of Piery. [What .crnelty would ic be to 
expoſe ſuch a people tothe Arts of /mpoſtors ? to ſuffer them 
to be ſcattered as ſheep upon the Monntains, without a (hepheard ? 
to be corrupted intheir Natures, to become Barbarom, Per- 
verſe, Jealom, Cruel, Fierce, and Proud ? for into ſuch Afon- 
fters, doth Schiſms and Fa#ions transform men ; andwhere 
they finde nor an ill nature, they afſuredly make it. And 
therefore iris contrary to the Intereſt of England to permir 
that which makes her people to be ſuch. | | 
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SECT. I. 
An «Anſwer tothe Diſcourſe of 'the Religion in England » That 
the Reaſons npon which a Tolerxtion is denied to the Papiſfts, will 
conclude againf# the other Seftaries. 


Hs ſeen how ineffefi«.1/ a Toleration is to the removal 
of our unnappineſs, and ſhewed how 4ittle it is for the 
Intereſt of this Nation at this time : co adjuftthis Diſcourſe; it is 

fir to conſider the reaſons which are brought for ie, 
Thoſe which require our notice, are contained in a Diſcourſe 
of the Religion in England; the Author of which pretends to 
more Sobriety, than is uſual in the Wricers for that way, and 
indeed he ſeemsto be a man oof ſuch Parts, asdeſerved'a bertet 
ſubje&rhan char he hath undertaken: In che examination of 
his Arguments, I ſhall-proceed as becomes him who profefles 
no love to Diſſentions : and therefore ſhall paſs over a!l thoſe 
things inthat trat, which do not immediately concern a To= 
leration of thoſe Diſſentions and Diſſenters which ic pleads 
for, and1iedvethe Papits ro-anſwer for them(elves, the rea-' 
ſons upon which a TWeration is dediediunto' them, vis. 1, That 
ES 7 Popery 
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Popery diſpoſeth $ubjefts to Rebellion, 2. It perſecutes. all other Re- 
ligions within its reach. 3. Whereſorver it findes encouragement it 
& refil+ſs, till it bear s down all before it, oy hath pat all in Diſorder. 
Bur yer I maſt minde bothrhe Author and Reader, thar the 
Prattiſes vpon which theſe Re-ſons are grounded , are 


. not peculiar to the Papiſfſs, bur are common to all 


Sokmn League 


and Coy, Art,2, 


the Government legally eſtabliſhed inche' Church of England. 


other Sets, as appears in the Arrians, Donatiſts, and 
other Hericicks.” And if the Papiſfs have any. Deltrines 
which countenance theſe praQices, they are to be accoun- 
red as the iſſues of their '/nſolency in their own Greatneſs, 
Every Se& when it is in its beginnings, is lowly, and meek ; 
but having gotten ſtrength ſo far as to lay down Fear , they 
then boldly rake Counſel from their Foreune, and diftace 
againſt their contemned Inferiours, and profefled Difſenters. 
2dly. The Author oughrto have made it appear, that the Pays 
ties which are pleaded for, are exempt from the guilc of that 
which is here charged vponthe Papiſts. 

For, r. Is not the Diſpo/ing Snbjetts to Rebellion, in a great 
meaſure effeRted by that Poſition,: That it ts lawful to take Arms 
againſt the King , and that Arms may be taken by his Authority 
againſt his Perſon, and againſt thoſe that are Commiſſioned by him ? 
Were not theſe the Poſitions and Dotrines that were to ſolve the 
ſcruples of men in the laſt War ? and were not theſe improved 
torhe Murder of a juſt Prince? Thoſe that managed that War 
were all Diſſenters from the Religioneſtabliſhed by Law ; and 
there cannot (as is conceive) one man be named among them, . 
that wasofthe Church of Exgland, 

For the 2. The perſecating of all other Religions within its 
reach. Did not thoſe who took the Covenant binde themſelves 
roit by Oath ? viz. to extirpate Popery, and Prelacy, and Super- 
ftition, Hereſie, Schiſme, and whatſoever they ſhould finde contrary 
to ſound Diftrine. And whither this Extirpation was not a Per< 
ſecation; ler all Ages judge when they ſhall read the Hiſtory 
of the late times, and there findethe Plunderings of Papitts : 
theSequeſtrings, Plunderings , and Impriſoaments in the na- 
ſtieſt Priſons, and in holds of Ships, of thoſe Miniſters and 
Fellows of. Colledpes, that were rhe Aﬀerters of: Litmgy, and 
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As for the 3d. A refteſneſs where it finds enconmragement , till it 
bears down all before it, or hath put all in diſorder. The late pra- 
Rices have plainly declared, chacthis'is not peculiar to the Pa- 
piſts. For we have ſeen a Party, that from che time of Queen 
Elizabeth, through all diſcouragements, and in deſpighr of the 
Authority of Princes bave ſtill been reitle(s; till chey mer wich 
thoſe that thoughr rhem neceſſary for other Deſigns : and be- 
ing then encouraged, they ſo far ms et bear all down before 
them, that ar laft they pat all in diſorder, and were theinſelves up- 
oathe brink of DeſtruQion, together with a confuſed Nation. 

. If therefore theſe be ſufficiene reaſons to deny a Toleration 
to one Sect, ir will ſeem unequal if ir ſhould be granted to 
others thatare no more innocent of the ſame Crimes, Sothac 
this Auchor hath laid down grounds , upon which Toleration 
isto be denied as well to the other SefFaries , whom .he pleads 
for, as tothe PapiPp. 

The VIII,IX,and X.Se&ions of that Difconrſe is to ſhew that 
the Reformed Religion makes good Chriſtians, and good SubjeRts ; 
and it is the permanent Intereſt of this. Kingdoms, that it onght tobe 
ſettled in its full extent : All which needs no Diſpute, if it be 
underſtood of The Engliſh Reformation, z/t abliſhed by Law, which 
I conceive that Author intended ; bur if ir be meane of any 
Reformation, of that Reformation, he will finde it a difficuley 
ro make others believe him: but I will give him the moſt Cha- 
ritable conſtrution, and ſoproceedto thereft.... 
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| ; SEC T-+13. 
T hat there is no Neceſſity of a Toleration , nor any Intent to extir- 
pate Diſſenters, batonly Diſentians. . 7 


N Seb. XI. He brings his Arguments.forche Ner-fregot Ta- 
leration ,. which only can give a colour to it; for Tolerg- - 
tion is by the Confeſſion of all, one of thoſe things that are 
rs gon in ther onal Nature... The thing " r ggeiny 700 

fſenters from the preſent Eccleſiaſtical Pility, are (as I 
Braſh 1) AZementns 1s he halleee of chis ics This 

proyes, 1. . By their Number, ex" (fairh'he) ye 
| 3 pread + 


Preface to 
Eccl. Polit, 


come in ballance with the mulcicude on the other ſide. More- 
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ſpread through City, and Countrey, they make no ſmall part of all 
ranks, and ſorts of men, '&c. The uſe of this Argument (you 
muſt obſerve) 1.” Hath 6eea dne. of the ancient Arts ot all 
Diſſenters, Ih the Conferenceat Carthage the Donati/ts would 
rieeds have the names of all the Biſhops of their Parry tead, 
before they would admit any Confererce. To this very end 
that they might by their number daunt the Judge of che Caule, 
and their Oppoſices. In Queen Elizabeths rime, whentheDiſ- 
ſenters were bur in their beginnings; yer-Mr. Hooker tells us, 
that they publiſhed the HMunſters they had made of their Party , and 


proclaimed thems to amount to I know nit how many thouſands. To 


the ſame purpoſe is the Number boaſted of at this cime. Bur 
2dly. Tr is leſs terrible now then ever ir was. For, though the 
M lcitude of D;fſenters be great, yer. their Diviſions are no 
leſs, whicli weaken them as to any undertaking ; Fealouſtet, and 
divided Intereſts, which are theifſues of D.fſentions in Opi- 
nions, breed confulions in the Counſels of a Mulcitude, and 
diſtra their Force: and therefore this Argumenc hath che 
leſs ſtrength to terrifie the Governors , as was intended, orto 
enforce a Neceſſity of Toleration. , | 
The next argument is, that the diſſenting Miniſters, netwiths 
ftanding all Reproaches, Provecations, and Wiſhes, do appeal to God, 
that they dare not confurm for Eonſcience ſake + and whatſoever their 
grounds of Diſſent are , they ſtill hold ont, 8&c. The force of 
chis argument is, (as I take it) that there # a neceſſity of aTole- 
ration, becauſe the Diſſenting Miniſters will not conform, But if 
this be a motive ſtrong enough now, it might have beenchen, 
when the Covenazt was preſled, when ſo many thouſand Mini- 
ſters, and both Univer/ities in effet deciared, they did not dare 
for Conſcience ſake to take it, and held it out all the time of Ty- 
ranny ; and yetthere was then no thoughts of a Comprehen/7ve 
Ordinance, no T oleration, nor Connivance (unleſs it were of ſome 
very few, whom their Relations covered from the rary'of the 
Tmpoſers,) Belides, the Number of the Non-Conformilts, 
compared with choſe that do now conform , and of thoſe thar 
under the Uſurpers ſuffered for Conformity to the Laws, are fo 
inconliderable, that the Teſtimonies of a few onghe not to 
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over though it ſhould be granted thar their Difſents are from 
Conſtience, etiher Scrupulone, Dubicus, or Erroneor ; yet we 
cannor ſay their ho/ding out is upon that account : nor as that 
Author ſaith, againſt hopes of Indulgence, but upon hopes of it. 
For it is ſufficiently known, that about that time the A of 
{niformity was to be pur in praQiſe, there was then ſpread 
abroad chrough the whole Nation, areport, that the King and 
Cowncil would give an Indulgence ; that their friends at London 
had petitioned for it, and that the [arer way to obtain what they 
aimed at, was to hold out from Conforming : When as indeed 
there was nothing perition'd for, bur ou an Indulgence for 
ſome few Miniſters in London, who pretended to have been ve- 
ry induſtrious for the Kings Return, without any conſideration 
of their Party inthe Nation. Yet this had the effe& of truth 
fora time :- for it made many Miniſters that were inclined to 
Conformity,to neglett the Seaſon when they ſhould have-done 
it, And by this means were the greateſt part of chem trapann'd 
into Non-conformity: For having loſt their Livings, and having 
ſo publickly;declared againſt the Law, the Shame of being too 
changeable ; and the Znprofitableneſr of returning made moſt of 
them hold out. Though we can name ſome after they had gi- 
ven examples to others of ilighting that A, did immediately 
by their Patrons favour in a new Preſentation , gain an inſtitu- 
tion , by ſubſcribing to'what before they declared againſt, 
andno year is withour examples of ſome coming in to Confor- 
mity, when they have opportunities of getting a Benefice by 
it, While the others are almoſt eyery year abuſed co an 
Obſtinacy by renewed hopes of Indulgence. 

The third Arguments, becauſe the ſeveral Laws for Unifor- 
mity for regulating Corporations, ag ainft Comventicles, for the remo- 
val of Non*Conforming Miniſters from Burroughs, 8c. havent 
alvanced the' eſteem, acceptance, of the Eccleſtaſtical' State, 
and the acquieſcence of the pecple in it. To this it is anſwer- 
ed. That theſe Laws have nor their intended effet, is not-be- 
cauſe the King y} and: the Parliament were: miſtaken+inthei 
Counfels : bue.in'thattlioſe who'were enttafted with the Exe- 
evtion have been unfairhfiſ'in thei®Ofices/* For ſets (60/4 
parent howtheſe Lawshave not been executed'tothe 6 _ 
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which they weremade. They have beenſometimes interpre* 
red contrary, and belide the mindes. of che .Law-givers, and 
the intent of the Law. Many ſober Juſtices of the Peace ba- 
ving done what their Oaths, and the Law required of them, 
bave been diſcouraped in their D.ties, haviag all eheir Acts 
reverſed by others, And when the Laws are not executed , it is 
much worſechan if they had never been made. For they do 
more encourage the Wicked, impunity bardens in (in, and men 
ſport with Lawsthat haveno hand to ma-age them, as with 
painted Thunderboles. The Rightecxs and Juft are Enſnared 
by a Law that is not Executed, for doing what that requires;and 
ver not finding proteion by it, they are obnoxious ro. thy 
malice, and hatred of them againſt whom the Law. is made. 
Nay the Law- givers fall ito Contempt, the King and Parliament 
who ſhould havethe Reverence of the People, reap nothing 
bur ſcorn by their Laws which are nat Executed. For how 
apt are ſome to think, that eicher they have no Judgement in 
making ſuch Laws, which they care not haw they. are ob+ 
ſerved : or to be very (hangeable and various, apt to diflike 
that to morrow which ischis days SanRion : or thag they bave 
no Love tothe Goodneſs which they commard others ro ob- 
ſerve : or that they want a Power to enforce what.they enjoyn ? 
Which ſoever of theſe ic is, upon which the not executing of 
the Laws is imagined to follow, i#-expoſes the Lap: givers 
and thoſe. that are. for thewro Comempt: and they wha 
are contemptible cannot be ſafe. Now this being our Caſe, 
that though Laws bave been made for our Settlement, yer 
they have not been executed, it is no wonder that there is fo 
little advancement towards it - but on the- other lide_it is 
ſtraoge that we are not in a much-warſe conditien. So ther 
there canbe nopretence for a Taleration, becauſe theſe Laws 
bare Rt ſince they were not vigaroully execueedfo 
end. ; | | 3a 9 ie 

\In Se&. XII. he labours to ſhew, that The Extirpetion of the 
Diſſemers ia both. Difficult and Hnprefitable., . This might have 
been. wholly; ſpared., bus. that.[ix. is / an Frtifiee of cher Dif 
.courſgto. raiſe; Feqrs inthe. Nifſenters, that chey ſhall be pro» 
ceeded againſt in ſome violent way. of Terror,-and to; raiſe 


Fea- 


; it: . - 
os om ras -» 
? 
+ 


Z-alouſies of the King and' Parliamene ,-as if they meditated 
Blood and Crmelty.- Nothing- of this nature can” ever 'be 
charged upon tag Church ot-Englend, though provoked y and 
incired by the cruelcies on both fides : thoſe-of the Papiſts , 
and choſe of the Seftaries, which were uſed to extirpate 
all her Aſertors, All chat is indeavoure4 is to extirpate Diſ- 
ſcnticns and rot Diſlenters. For (1) No man's Conſcience is im- 
poſed upon : but notwithſtanding the late As, he may enjoy 
his Opinion in his own houſe, and with his friends, if cheir 
number exceed not four. (2.) No man either Lay or Clergy 
hath any S#lſcription enjoyned him as a condition of Commu- 
nion with us. - Only itis required of thofe who areto be en- 
truſted with the Miniftery in the Church. That they difavow 
all Obligations and Opinions to Lreak the Pexce Of the Nation? 
and that they aſſent to the Uſe of thoſe things which are for the 
Uairy of Chrittians in this Kingdom among themſelves. Which 
is no more then whar the Law of Nature hath granted to every 
Society,which the Church hath in all Ages praQiſed,and which 
our eAdvr+ſarics themſelves did uſe; tor the Presbyterians re- 
quired a ſubſcribing itheir Solemn L-agne, and the Indepen- 
dents had cheir Church-Covenant. No liberty is denyed, bur 
thac of divulging Scruples, Doubts, 8nd Error, to the of- 
fence of the weak : they may have their perſwaſions to themſelves 
before: God, Nor is the penalcy ſo fevere after the chird Con- 
viction, as thae which is inflited on Remv/þ Priefts at their firſt 
deprehenlion: which yer theſe meEn-account juſt , -and cla- 
moured againſt the /ate King, as a. Favourer of Popery, if it 
were got executed upon every oneof them when they were 
taken. By which it is evident, chat there is no intent ro 
extirpate the Diſenters, but the Diſſentions : which is not Diſh- 
cule, nor can be unprofitable.” Therefore T ſhall not trouble 
the Reader with that Auchor's imaginary fears of Cruelty np- 

on the Difſenrers, ſince there is no neceſſity for the uſe of ir, 

nor any grounds for ſuch apprehenſions, And this the Diſ- 

courſer himſelf was conſciousof : for he brings ic in with a 

Per adventere,forethink. their total Extirpation to be the ſureſt way: 


and thendiſputes againitCrueley , and rants with a phony] 


of beggery in Trading, in caſe they oy ſo' be deale'wi 
| Was 


A Diſcentſe- of 


Was this done as: becomes a moderate ſpirit, atid one fit for a 
Compreleenſjon2 It is too apparentthart there is much of a ma- 
ticious Artifice in this Section, For belides, what hath been 
already ſhewed, he is not content to call his own Party an in- 
telligent , ſober, pexceable ſort of men, the Reſidences of the no 
ſmall part of the Nations Sobricty, Frugality and Induſtry, which 
is the guiſe of Schiſmarticks ſo to praiſe their own Party to the 
diſhonour of others. But he moi malitioufly implies thac the 
Charaers of the Prelatical are Drinking and Swearing ; For he 
ſaith, many will ſwear and le drunk, to declare they are none of 
them, i.e. of the Presbyterians and other Difſenters. Thus 
he hath publickly Printed what che other Miniſters of che 
FaRion do privately perſwadethe People: that there are no 
Ainiſters, or others of the Church of England but debauched 
perſons, and men of notoferable converſe. To which ſlan- 
derous accuſation we will only fay., The Lord gebuke them, 

The next peice of malice is that he implies (which alſo is a 
reproach of the Goverament) The. laygwiſhing of . Trade, the 
fall of Rents, the ſcarcity of Mony, the: Neceſſities and Diffics/ties 
of private Eſtates ; the general Complainings , are from the not 
right ſtating \and purſuing the Nations Intereſt, which is as 
he Imagines, Comprehenſion and Toleration. As if a great Plague 
raging for one year inan heavier manner then ever before was 
known in the City, the great Mart. of all our Tradinz : and 
another year in many of the Trading Ports 8 Cities of the Nas 
tion, A War for 3 years maintained againſt the moſt powerful 
Trading Nations in Ewrope, and fo. conſequently in the World. 
The great deſtruction of an ineſtimable Treaſure by thefire of 
London. Beſides the Arts which Phanaticks & Common-wealths- 
wen uſe to make our neceſſictes greivous, :and our complaints 
more clamorous. Asif (I ſay) all theſe were no way effeftal 
to our prefent ants and Decayes ; bur the People are till 
taught to cry the Biſhops, and the Clergie, are the great Cauſes 
of our preſent miſeries. This is like that malice the Devil 
raiſed againſtche Primitive Chriſtians , when by his Prieſts 
he inftruted the common rabble of the .Gentiles , that when 
there was any Publick Calamity, if Tiber lowed roo much, or 
Nile coo lixtley thento cry out Chriſtiancs ad Leones, 1. on 
Chri- 
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Chrittians muſt be caſt tothe Lions.” $0 now! the Biſhoprimaſt 


cown,. and Sacriledge maſt repair what our Sins and Vanities 


have waſted. ; BB-H - 

Another peice of malice is inthe Argument which he makes 
for his Adverſariesto j1{tifie cher ſuppoſed crueley- 5 But-this 
fort of men (ſaith he) are Ingaiſitive, and therefore-tronbleſam? to 
Ralers (andithus having harnafſed {tis Eriemy, he attaqunes him. 
As if the Chnrch of 'Englaxd did Envy. ber: Children know- 
ledge, and rhart her Dominion was ro be founded npon their 
Blindneſs. All the Praftices and DoArine of the Church of 
England 6eclare that ſhe bhathche ſame with as Afofes : I World 
Ged that all the Lord's People were Prophets, and that the Lord 
wim/d put his Spirit upon thers.For ſhe fearsno diſturbance from 
tlioſe who we 71/6, and have rheir ſenſes exerciſed co diſcern 
Good and Evil : all her troubles ariſe from the 7gnerant and 
Half-witt:d. Since ſhe propoſesthe Scriptmres to every Rea- 
der, She cannor be jadged to be averſe from thoſe that. ſearch 
&, andcharare inquilitive- to approve things that are excellent, 
But indeed the does, as the Apoltle,: abhor 3hife that arcever, 
learning, and yet ner chm tothe Knowledge of the Trath. 

In Sed, X11.” hewould perſwade ts thaewhar he had ſaid 
& no Threatning to Rulgys', nor Intimation-to Rebellion ; for he 
faich, hy" muy not Governors be mended by 'Swbjefts of the-State 
of their People y"'us it 41 tniloeid 5 without any hint or [thought of. 
Rebellion 7 Fes true, they may, (if 'fobe they mind the Go- 
vernors thewſehves, and with that: Suwb-»riſſion as is-dut ro. Magi- 
ſtrates: if che SwhjeRs are \not Partiſans, and fo mind their 
own Intereft tothe Injary of the Pablick: if they be ſuch 


as May be prefumed'to have a clear Ynderfanding of the Ny- 


tre of the Peopley their Grievances, and of proper Reme- 
dies, But miſerable muft che condition of Governors be, if 
_ every private perfor who. will have theimpadence to abuſe 
their -rime and patience, -muft be of their Coancil. : If they 
muft bear with"che Remonſtrances of every FaRtious Party, 
and muſt udmic theſe Rules, and e,Fguments, of Equity, and 


Safety \wivich they have' mpdelied for their own: advantage. = 


If: this de admitted; the '7Horerrof Princervare level'd;with 
the #u/ty —— 4 precrioiw Antheori- 
2 


ty, 


35 


A Diſcoarſe of 
ty, and no more then what theſe Demagognes will give them. 
For this was plainly the practice of the late Times ; by.which 
we were reduced to Azarchy, and then bow'd down our necks 
to the yoke of Tyranny. : 

And now,Let thoſe who (as he will have it) are not tranſ- 
ported with Paſſion judge, what it is, to tell che Diſcontenred 
Party themſelves / as well as others )in Print: That they are an 
Intelligent, Sober ſort of men, the Relidences of no ſmall part of the 
Nation's frugality and Indaſtry ; that with them Trading,Civility, 
and Good Converſation do cohabit,and remove ; That they are m0» 
wentow inthe ballance of the Nation, Numero and every where 
ſpred, That their Miniſters are Examples to them of Conſtancy, 
and Reſolution. That hitherto they have been ſxcceſ3ful againſt 
the Laws. That if any meditate their total Extirpation, as per- 
chance ſome do : yet they cannot do it without hazard of the 
» Pmllick rain, or the loſs of Trade and Wealth, That the nor 
Sratifying of them hath brought a Decay already. And tuat 
their Caſe is goed: for it is for their Inquiries into Religion, 
_ Lec them judge I ſay,whether to rell this co che People, ſo,that 
the Swpream Governer (it is probable) may have no- notice 
of it bur in a Mutiny, norever ſee theſe Rules of Safety and 
Equity, till they be preſented on the Swords of a Popular 
Rent : whether this is to wind Governors of the State of the Per 
ple, or to prepare the People to mind their own Stare ? 

But he faith, Showld they whom he pleads: for meditate Re- 
bellion and War, they were abandoned of their own Reaſon. We 
ſay ſo to. Nevertheleſs it is no ſuch impoſſible thing , bur 
that a People may eaſily be precipitated into ways of violence, 
by ſuch Poepmlar Diſcourſes as theſe are ; for the /aſt War had 
not more ſpecious pretences nor higher-incouragemenys then are 
here repreſented, TCA IGG 

And indeed they need not Yar, for the Author doth in- 
ſinuace another way more plauſible, and leſs hazardows : and 
yet as effeive ; for he ſaith, There be ſulles MAntinics that make 
no noiſe, but may looſen all the Foynts and Ligaments of Policy. 
But it will be an hard matter to juſtifie ſuch a 24#tiny from, 
che guile of Rebellios <+ For that doth not - conliſt only, in 
taking up Army, but in 8 wilfnl refuſal of Ohedience y which 
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is the meaning of ſuch ſwllen' Mſutinies. And it is as Contrary | 
to the Commands of Chriit, as raking the Sword. For he 
commands Obedience for Conſcience ſake : and not only when the 
Magiſtrate is to be feared. So that the Author while he endea- 
vours to divert the Imputation of one Sorc of Rebellion, doth 
yet threaten another. . . 


———_— 
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CECT. 14. 


That to Moderate the Eftabliſld Order ts neither Prudent nor 
Safe, nor for the Peace of the Church, 


N Sef#. XIV. the Author propoſes three Expedients to 

comprehend all D:ſſenters and ſaith , 7 hat the Setling of a 
Nation may be made up of an Eftablighment, a Limited Tole- 
ration, a Difcreet Connivence. He is not fo crue co his —_ 
own Diſcourſe, and his Reputation of a Judicious perſon as | 
eo tell us what he means by every one of theſe, and how they 
ſhall be compoſed ; yer he is molt kind tothe Eſtabliſhment, 
as that which concerns himſelf and his own party , and though 
he do not tell us what ic is in particular, or ſhall be; 

et 1n 
: In Se. XV. he tells: us in General, That the Eſtablifeed . 
Order ſhould: be ſo broad, that by its ewn force it may be. chief, 
and controle all Parties, That it be ccympatt to promate Sound, 
Dottrine and godly Life : and to keep ont all wicked Error and fre” : 
Fiſe. And therefore muſt not have narrower bounds, then things 
neceſſary to Chriſtian Faith, and Life, and godly Order in the 
Church, But we ſay this Eſtabliſhment is not enough tor, a 
Sectlement,becauſe it doth not ſecurethe Peace ; and how can 
we ſettle butinthat? -To this the Author queſtioneth, #hy 
fond not the great things of Chriſtianity in th: hands of Wiſe 
Bmllders, be a ſufficient Foundation of Charch-Unity and (on- 
cord? We anſwer (1)that they are not:For iris plain the Church 
of England and the, Presbyterians are agreed in the great 
things of Chriftianity, and yet there is no Concord betwixe 
them. (23) They alone cannot be, Becauſe there may, and does 
ariſe Diflentions about the Per/avs, to whole care theſe great 
f FF : things 


4 Diſcusrfe of 
things ſhall be entruſted ro ſee them conveyed ta Poftericy : 
whether they ſhall be Single Perſons,or a Con/ifury,or each 1ins 
. $le Congregation, And-men alſo may differ concerning theAeany 

of Conveying theſe things ; the Worſbipof God, and the Cir+ 
enmſt ances of it, as weſee they do. Therefore to preſerve 
Pezce among her Members ; (who if theyDiflent. cannvur+be 
broughrero Unity, but by the Determinations and InjunRions 
of their Laiful Siperiour) the Church hach need to deter- 
mine morethen the great things of Chriſtianity :and to enjoyn 
more then what is barely neceflary to Faith and © er, We fay 
as well as lie, that Moderation and Charity are far more excellent 
than gloryiug in Opinions, Formalities, &c. but we ſay alſo thar 
Charity carmot be where there is not Peace. Tx 

The next argument is, That ſowve parts of enjoyned Uniformity 
are bat Indifferent, and have been long Diſputed from Biſhop 
Hooper's time to the preſent Non-Conformift , and , if this be 
coricluding, they ought therefore not to be enjoyned. To which 
we anſwer 1. that they being [ndifferent, i. e. neither Conenm- 
ded, nor forbidden 'byGod, are therefore the proper matrer for 
the Injunitioms of the Megiſtrate. Since we are Ovliged: ro 
the things Commanded by God , although the Mapiftrace do 
not Command, yea though he deth (ontradift : and what 
God harh forbiden we are bound notto do, though the Ma- 

iſtrate leave 'us to Onr ſelves, or Command the contrary. and 
cherefore a thing Indifferentis.rhe moſt proper:ſubje@-of rhe 
power of man; therefore becauſe 1c is f0:,: it:cannor be con- 
cluded, that it ought not ro be enjoyn'd. > 

2. If things long Diſputed, and Donbted may nor be en- 
joyned, then ler them cell us what may ; for there is ſcarce any 
Trnth which hath- not- had -its' Herelie comrary to ' i « 
and therefore the Church may not enjoynrhings neceſſary ro 
Faith and Order * which this Author -in-few: lines: before 
granted to her. Beſides, Would nor this Argument be as well 
urged by the Papiſts ; for their Cauſe hath been diſputed'even 
fromthe beginning of Luther's Reformation by feveralmen 
of great Parts and Abilities, ther 'wanted :not Prerenſions 'tb 
the Titles of Learned, and Conſcientions. 'Soalfo may the ' Sor# 
2i4ns urge that the Points we hold againſt them-have been 

Diſputed 


i Ea agepo 5 
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Diſputed almoſt from the beginning of che Reformation. But 
yer the Author contends, *cis not fir that the firſ# ſhould have 
a Toleration, and I ſuppoſe he will be aſhamed to pretend 
for the laſs. | SN? 

Bur then he inquires, #/hat ſhall a man do that donbts of the 
things enjoyned, ſceing the Apoſele ſaith, He that doubts, 1s dams- 
ned if he eats becanſe he eateth not of Faith. To Doubt (we 
anſwer) doth ſuppoſe Arguments on both fides, .and in ſuch 
caſe che Common Rule is, the [afef part u to be followed. 
Now letall ſober men judge, whether it is not ſafer ro keep 
the Peace and Anity of the Church, which is fo frequently, 
and with ſo much Authority Commanded by Chriſt : to be 
Oledient to the Higher Powers in thoſe things which are 
proper matter for their Commands, and wherein God him- 
ſelf hath determined nothing: ro Obey them that are over #s 
in the Lord, (all which are clear and plain Daties :) then for 
a ſcruple or doubt of the Uſe of a thing that God hath lefer 
to humane Liberty (which the Magiſtrate hath power to.con- 
fine) to cauſe Schiſms inthe Church ; Faions in the State, 
Deſpife the Laws of. Princes, and the Government of the 
Church? As for the Text of the Apoſtle, He that doubts 15,&Cc. 
Ie is an admonition given tothe Jews that were become Chri- 
ſtians , that they ſhould not do that in which the Church 
had not interpoſed her Authority, by the Example of others, 
which they themſelves thaughrt not /awfl, or did very much 
donbt whether it were ſoar no ; for hechat did go againſt his 
own pexſwalion, did condemn him(elf in that which his pra- 
Rice did ſeemto allow. Therefore that Text doth not con- 
cern this Caſe at all. 


The 24. attempt is, That the Charch not claiming an Infalli- 


bility , cannot ſettle the Conſcience by her ſale Warrant , but fill 
leaves room for denbting : and in preſcribed Forms and Rites the 
Conſcience that doth its office, will interpoſe, and concern it ſelf, &c. 

I am willingto hope, that the Diſcourſer writ this 1n /gno- 
rence, and thathe is not guilty of ſuch porcentous ice : 
that ſo he mighe deſtroy che Awthority of the Church, be 
did nor fear to publiſh ſuch an Opinios as would diſturb all 
Government, both in Familiet, and in the State:r that would 


confound - : 
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ever. We havefor it the Teſtimony of Mr, {alvin the Fownder 


4 Diſcourſe of 
confound all Srci-ty 4 and exrirpare Frith and Juſtice from 
amongthe ſonsof zz7n. For if, whoſoever diſclaims Tf alli- 
lility cannot ſettle, i. e. oblige (ior if ie doth nor {ignite char, 
it {ignifies nothing) the Conſcience : Then neither the Laws of 
Kings, nor the Commands of Fathers, and Maſters (who dif- 
clarin Infallibility) are to be obeyed for Conſcience ſakegor in the 
Lord : but only asrhe power of the Superionr is ableco en- 
force Obedience, or Puniſhment. No man likewiſe is 09lti- 
ved in (onſcienceto perform h's Vows, Promiſes, and Contratts : 
becavſe when he made them he was not [nfallibie, and being 
not ſo, he cannot [cttle his own (conſcience , I ut leaves room fer 
doubting ; and if bedowts (as he applyes the Apoſtles Texc) 
he is damned, if he does perform ; and therefore it will not be 
fafe ro perform them. Thus this ine that is wrought co blow 
vp the Charches Authority, will biiry all Government , and Com- 
2101 Honeſty in the ruines of it. | 
Sucharethe goodly Do&rines, whereby theſe men keep 
their Party cloſe unto them, and make them boggle ar whats 


ſoever the Magiſtrate requires from them, as terrorsto their 


Conſcience. If the Author thinks he hath ſecured himſelf 
from the ſhame of the abſurd Conſequences of this Opinion, 
by that clauſe , Her ſole Warrant, he is unjuſt, and un- 
faithfully repreſents her DoQrine; as if ſhe pretended co 
binde the Conſcience by her own Authority, which 1s very 
falſe. For when We hold, That hamane Laws of things not un- 
lawful, do oblige the Conſtiences of men ſuljet to the Law- givers, 
We do not reter'the Obligation, which is a neceſficy of Obe- 
dience, tothe wzatter of rhoſe Laws, for that being in its nature 
Tndifferent, cannot be Neceſſary : But to thoſe commands of 


"God,:whichenjoyns us to be ſmbjet? to the higher powers. Toobey 


them that are over win the Loyd, For thote commands do of 
chemſelves, and direly enforce a Neceſſity of Obedience to 
whatſoever humane Laws are not in themſelves unlawful, 
upon the penalty of God's diſpleaſure. For the Truth of 
which, as it is ealie to prove, (were it not to render the Diſ- 
courſe too lons by interweaving Incidental Controverlies) ſo 
do we appeal ro the Judgment of all ſober Divines whatſo-' 
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of the Presbyterian Government,and the Greateſt Ornament that 
ever they had;who though he diſputes againſt Humane Conſti- 
rurions,yer meeting with the Obje&ion raiſed from that Text : 
We muſt be ſabjeft not only for Wrath but alſo for Conſcience ſake. 
Anſwers by Dillinguiſhing. betwixt the Genws and Species ; 


For (ſaith he) althowgh the particular Laws in themſelves, donot Cal. Infitut. 
teuch the Conſcience, yet are we Obliged by that General Command 1,4 6.10. ſect. 5+ 


of God which commends unto us the Athority of Magiſtrates, 
which is as much as we delire, for if the Authority of Magi. 
firates do either,D.re&ly, or IndireRly ; in General or Par- 
ticular; by it ſelf, or by vertue of Gods Command ; bind the 
Conſcience, then muſt ic-needs be falſe which this Author 
ſa ch, that In preſcribed Forms and Rites of R-ligion, the Conſci- 
ence that doth its office will interpoſe and concern it ſelf, &c. For 
that Conſcience which is guided by the fear of God, will know 
;rs Office is to ſubmir for God's Commands ſake,to what thoſe 
that are over us-inthe Lard do carefully preſcribe. 

Inthe next place he brings in the Teſtimony of Poful Expe- 
Tience, ring out, No more of ſuch Injunitions than needs, muſt. 
Ie is true indeeg, ,YFe-have had Woful Experience of men, who 
to free themſelves of ſuch InjunRions ; have put the Nation 
into Confuſion : and thoſe who ſcrupled at a Swrplice, made 
no Difficulty to roll many Thouſand Garments in Blood, 
And yer the Injunftions of our Church were no more than 
needs muſt, For at the beginning of .the Reformation 


there were two ſorts of men ; One that thought it 4 great Reaſons of the 


matter of Conſcience to depart from a piece of the leaſt Ceremony, 
they were ſo additted to their old Cuſtomes, Another ſort were foE 
new fangled, that they mould Innovate all things, and nothing 

could (atufie them, but what was new. Whether was it not Ne- 
ceſſary for the .Church to interpoſe for Peace fake, and by. her 
Determination/to pur anend- to thoſe Controverſies?-.If ie 
was neceſſary that ſhe ſhould interpoſe, ſhe muſt either fling. 
off one of the Parties, or make a Dazermination that mighe 
fatisfie both lides, if Moderation would prevail : To have 
Hung off chatParty that were for:Ceremovies.,, bad been inepra- 
dent, being che greateſt, Number comprehending all choſe 
who Raid at home.,..and did. 99 fly in che .cime. of Queen 


ary's 
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Mary's Perſecution ; which did facilieate the return of Prg- - 
teſtancy at Queen EFlizate:h's Receptien to the Crown : Tc 
had been alſo the more dangerons,for it would have made them - 
more obnoxious to the temprations of Rowiſh Prieſts, who 
would have ſoon took the Advantage of fo numerous a Diſ- 
contented Party, and wrought their DifſatisfaRtion to a re-- 
lapſe to Popery. That Party -which were againſt Ceremonies, 
—_ they were but ſmall, as being but ſome few of thoſe 
ther fled beyond Sea, ( for all were not ſo vain to like thoſe 
things they ſaw abroad, becauſe they had no ſuch at home) 
though they had likewiſe brought a Diſhonowr ro the Re- 
formation , and an Infamy upon our Nation, by their un. 
quiers and troubles they canſed at Frankfort - yet it had 
been great pity to. have caſt them off, \(ince' they had ſuf- 
fered for Religion, and gave -evidence that they had a 
zeal for Piety, though in ſome things not according to know- 
ledge. Belides, ir would not have been of good report inthe 
Churches abroad, among whom theſe men had converſed, and 
with whom ir was expedient for Ours to holda good:(orreſpon- 
dence, and Brotherly Communienzalchough ſhe was no more ob- 
ligedco receive all their praices, than they to receive hers. 
Nor was it ſafe intheir firſt beginnings to have rejeRed or 
deſpiſed any number of men, whenthe Common Enemy was 
Numerous and Induſtrious. Thus it being neicher Pradent nor 

Safe to reje& either Party, it was ieefes for the Church to 
conſule her own Peace betwixt them. But this was »ot poſſible 
for her todo, without pleaſing each Party, to their Edification 
in ſomethings : Which being Indifferent were therefore in 
her Power either to Confirm or Condemn; and alſo ex- 
joyning ſorne things to the Common Obſervance of all. The 
Church therefore did take away the exceſive Multitade of 
Ceremonies, as thoſe which were dark, that had been abuſed 
by the ſnper/titions blindneſs of the Unlearned ; and ſuch as did 
adminiſter to the Covetouſneſs of others, This might have ſa- 

tisfied the Innovators if reaſon could or if they, had had any 

defires of Peace,any compaſſion for their Oppoſites thatwere 

ſubjeq ro the ſame Infirmities wich themſelves, though 


under differentforms. On.the other ſide,the Church _ 
d. > thoſe 


thoſe few that were for Decexcy, Diſcipline, and apt to fir up 
the dull-mind of man to the remembrance of his duty ro God. 
And rhis did ſatisfie thoſe which 'were againſt roo grear, 
and many Innwvations, Now let any man judge whether the 


Church's InjunRions at firſt were not neceſſary > The ſame 


Neceſſity for them continues ſtill. Becauſe thoſe that are for 
the Church are as unwilling to have theſe Ceremonies takeri 
away , as her Enemies are for the removal borh of chem and 
her; And are theſe to be revoked by a complyance wick 
thoſe rhat will never be ſatisfied? Shall che Church abandon 
thoſe who in Conſcience adhered to her in the ſeverelt Per- 
ſecurton, to gratifie thoſe who pretended Conſcience to de- 
{troy her ? Beſides the- imputations that haye laid npon the 
thinpsenjoyned, as Antichriſtian, [dolatrons, Superſtitions, &C. 
the War that was undercook to remove them ; makes the 
Church ehink it her behoof to keep them, leſt Conceſſions in 
that kinde, may be urged by her Adverſaries for a confefſion 
of thoſe crimes, and raken as a colour to charge her wirh all 
the Blood rhat has been ſpilt in that quarrel : For ſotheſe Ye- 
ry men ſerved the late Mardered King, Moreover , what a 
reproach is it for a Church,whoſe Fotndation is upon @ Trath, 
to be varions. :And what advantage do the Popith Prietts 
make of our very Temprations ro Inconftancy , which makes 
all chac have Auchority contemprible; and Changes are full of 
danger. So that the InjuhRions are become asmeceſſary as 
Prudence , Safety, and Hononr cat make ctheth. Te was the 
importunity of Hereticks that made the Primitive Church 
derermine many things in their ſeaſons, which before were 
nor matcer of obſeryation; and take up ſome expreſſions which 
were not vulgarly known in the Church before. So likewife 
Difſentions about things indifferent have neceffitated rhe 
Church ro Tnjun&ions ; for as' other Law# ariſe from Cor- 
raptions in manners, ſo' Schiſare in Religion do beget Injmn- 
ions. We wiſh as well as you that Injun&tions were fewer, 
i. e. we wiſh you had never given occaſion for them. 

But that we may know whar'is neceflary, 'he tells 'us , 7hat 


the Indifputable Tratht if Faith, ani the Tadiſprnf ble duties of 
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ſtill inthe dark ; for what are thoſe /ndiſpatable T7uth;? hnce 
there is ſcarce any Truth of Faith that hath, nor been diſputed 
againſt; if theſe beche main of, her charge, ſhe hath a narrow 
Province; and Papiſts, and Secinians, and every Heretick 
may promiſe themſelves exemptions from her care. And as for 
Indiſpenſable Duties, is there any one duty more Indiſpenſable, 
that !5 more ſtrictly enjoyned then che Unicy , and the Peace 
of the Church? and yet all chis diſpute is co deprive her of the 
meansthat were proper for it : and becauſe ſhe will ill rake 
care of it, ſhe cannot avoid the ſlander inthe latt words of thar ] 
Paragraph. 

Inthe next place,he would have the oderation which theCl hurch 
of England ſes in her Articles of Predeſtination,%Cc.to be likewiſe 
uſed in the preſent Orders and Ceremonies. But the caſe is not the 
ſame. Thoſe points are fo full of difficulty, that they,and quetti- 
ons of that nature,bave been matter of Diſpute in all Ages, and 
all Religions : therefore our Church did with prudence take 
notice that there were ſome common Truths on both (ides, 
which have analogy tothe Faith , and are a Foundation for 
Good Life; and theſe ſhe is tenacious of, and leaves the nicer 
ſpeculations to the curiolity of Diſputers. But abour her Ocders 
and Ceremonies,this is the only thing to be reſolved;Whether 
che Church hath power ro enjoyn an indifferent Ceremony ? 
which ſure may be ſoon diſputed,and determined. Beſides, the 
Difſenters are not able to. name any one Church belides Oars, 
from which there was a Schiſm made for a Ceremony. 

His laſt Argument againſt Injunftions, is, Xen might more 
eaſily agree in the uſe of theſe little things., or of ſome of them, 
were their Internal Judgments ſpared, and ſabſcriptions not enjoyued. 
Churches and States have never chought it ſafe ro permit the 
concernments of their Peace to the /ngenaity of men, but have 
ſecured thifeir Quiet by ſtrift Laws, and the Ingagements of 
thoſe who were to miniſter in them. I have ſhewed above 
that Toleration of Difſentions (that is, a leaving men to their 
different opiniens) hath not abated , but encreaſed them. It 
hath been found neceflary that men ſhould declare their 1n- 
ternal Judgment: to keep off their Diſhovce ageinſt things in 
praRice z for if men were left tothis Itch of Frangling and do- 

ting 
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. ting about Queſtions, the ſmalleſt DQubtrs and: Scruples may 

be blown uptothe-molſt bloody Conte ntions. It was obſerved 

that the Controverſies betwixt the Lutherans, and Calviniſts were Europe Spec. 

Lnt a coal, which a wiſe man with alittle moiſture of his month might y, 112, © 

ſoon have quenched : Iut at length the Miniſters, with the winde of Edit. 1637. 

theirs intheir Diſputings, have ſo enflamed themy that it threat- 

neth a great ruine and cale-mity of both ſides. So that to take off 

Injunctions on this ſcore , is neither Prudent' nor ſafe, Bur 

alas, there is no Probalility , that , if they be not enjoyned, 

chey will ever be uſed : they themſelves have given us too | 

full an experience. For all thetime fromthe King's coming _ 
-home, tothe time thatthe AR of #niformity was to be put-in 
PraRice, there was 4 /#ſpention of theſe InjunRions : yer it 
is ſufficiently known tha none of the preſent Nou-Conformiſts 
did inthe leaſt meaſure agree in the uſe of any theſe little 
things (as he calls them) bur Writ, Preached ,” and Railed a- 
gainft chem. And though delired by the King, toread ſo much 
of the Liturgy as themſelves had m0 exception againſt, and ſo could 
| have no pretenſion from Conſcience. Yet the honour of their 
Party, and cheir Credit, was not to be reconciled with ſuch a 
; compliance to the Londefcentions: of their Sovereign , they 
*thoughero bring Him and che Parliament co lowey terms ,. by 


being high in their own Reſolutions. So freſh-an experiment 

cools us as toall che hopes this Author ſuggeſts unto us of whac 

they maydo, When as neither he , nor' they will give any af- + 
ſurance, that they will doſo,. Ir is needleſs therefore toar- 

; gue with him ,” what the Church ſhould do in caſe their own 


| o0d nature would bring to them Conformity, ſ(ince'it appears 
: - a Chimera of his own Fancy, and ic would be-but fport to 
talk of that which neither was, nor is, nor is liketobe.' - - 
It is as vain and-needleſs: roſpeak to-the XVIth.' which en- 
; quires, Whether the Diſſenters are capable: of being brought into 
ſuch a Comprehenſion. For ſince this Comprehenſion is to-be for- 
med by moderating the eſtabliſhed Order ; and this Moderation is 
to be performed by taking away all the InjunRions thatche 
Church and State have m—_ eforpeace ſake ;\ which abrogati- | 
on cannot be proved to be either ſafe or Prudent » 86d would 
bethe Proſtirucion ofthe. Anmvernuch the King aud Op 
: q m, . 
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liament , tothe forwardneſs of men that will not be ſatisfied, * 


and therefore nor fir tobe done : ro what purpoſe then will ic 
beroarpgue, Whecher -— would receive, what is dangerous 
ro give? Belides, the Diffenters are of ſeveral Sects, and eve- 
ry one of them have the ſame common pretentions. For they 
all profeſs they dare n9t conform for Conſcience ſake : They are 
angry if you do not believe them ro be as Godly, Soter, Civil, 
as they themſelves ſay rhey are : They boaſt of cheir Number, 
and that Trading and Commerce will either Languiſh or Flou- 
riſh as they areuſed : and yet for all chis, this very Author 
gives over all other Sects, bur only the Presbyrerians : for he 
fairh, Be it ſuppoſed that ſome among them ſeem not reducible to 
Publick Order ; bnt another ſort there are, whoſe Principles are fit 
for Government, i. e. Precbyterians. Thus all ehis noiſe for com- 
prehenfion is but for one only S2& that hath no other preten- 
ſions to the kindenefs of the Srate, but what are common to 
all, and therefore in equity ſhonld be no more conſidered than 
the others. Nay bat, faith the Diſcourſer , they are of chiefeff 
moment, thrir Principles are fit for Government, the ftalility where- 
of hath been experimented in thoſe Countries , where they have had 
the concmrrence of the (vil Powers. Be yer this cannor farisfie 
us ; for no gxperiment hath yer ever been in the World, of 
Presbytery pertnitted, and encouraged where there was a Pro- 
reſtant Epiſcopacy , (as this comprehenſion ſyppoſeth. ) For 
where Epiſcopacy is eſtabliſhed by the Antient and Funda-. 
mental Laws of a Nation, there Presbytery is no ocher bur a 
SeR ; and being fo, will, as:(che Aurhorſaich of) Popery, and 
as every Set; and as we have had a late experiment of this 
very Presbytery, be reſtleſstill ic bear all down before it, or hath 
put all into Diſorder. R 

Ir is alſo not for the credit of Presbytery, which the Au- 
thor adds, that Their way never yet obtained in England, nor were 
they favoured with the Magiftr atesvigoros Aid, &c. For if thoſe 
thae brought itrothe lighr, encouraged it, bound themſelves, 
and all chey could either perfwade or terrifie, ro it by a Sg» 
lemin League und Covenant. ' Tf-tliey who for this plundered, 
Sequeſtred, and Undid many thouſand Families in the Nation, 
{for the Covent wes roERebliſhthis Prerhyrery) were yer af- 
" | rer- 
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terwards Sick of it,and gave ir no more, nayznot ſomuch coun+ 
renance as they did tothe other, Seas, whom ehis Author ſaith, - > 
are not reducible to publick Order : it is a ſtrong preſumption 
that they found the principles. of Presbytery no more fit for 
Government chan the Principles of avy other Sets. $9 
that it is to be conclued, that inche Judgment of the firſt Ad- 
mirers and Friends of Presbytery, it is no more capable of 
being broughe into a Comprehenlionthan any other Se, For 
as they madeuſe of ic to undermine Epiſcopacy,. ſo they hifſed 
for all other SeQs to affronty reproach, and beffie Presbytery. 
But notwithſtanding all this, che Author, though he waves 
the eAſerting of their Diſcipline , yet he makes this inquiry, 
Whether the Presbyterians be of a Judgment and Temper that makes 
thens capable of the Magiſtrates Paternal Care and condutt to frch 
a ſtated order as will comport with this Church and Kingdom? This 
in plain Engliſh for the Original is a Digleft of Canting, is, whe- 
ther Presbytery is tobe eſtabliſhed together with Epiſcopacy? or, Whe= 
ther Miniſters that are of the Presbyterian perſwaſion, are equally, 
and together with the Miniſters of the Church of England'to be ad- 
mitted to all the Benefits and Offices in it ? In this queſtion we are 
for the Negative , upon theſe reaſons. 1. Becauſe the Prin» 
ciples of Presbyterian Perſwaſion do not admit any Stability, bur 
may be drawn out to patronize the wildeſt Sets that are, or 
have been. This was long (ince obſerved by Arch-Biſhop 
i hitgift, and Learned: Mr.” Hooker, men of great Judgment, 
and famous intheir times; who did foreſee, and foretel, that Ziſhop Sanders 
if ever Paritaniſm, (which was the Name in thoſe: dayes for /ans Pretaces,. 
Presbytery) ſhould prevaitamong us, it would ſoon draw Ana- **** 23: 
baptiſm after it: and (ince their dayeswe have had a clear ex» 
perience of it, that not only Ancbaptiſms, bue alſo. Quakers, 
and Seekers, grew. up- out of their principles::: And howcan 
weever hope far fettlemear, if ſuch an Avenuebe opened to - 
every Set? | | LOA 
2. If menthat are perſwaded intheir Conſciences; that'our 
Ceremonies are /do/atrow, and Saperftitions, and avbeſbbur 
trifles , our Licurgy and Government Popiſh. and Aitichriftion, . 
be joyned with men far otherwiſe perſraded:in-ctheis (Condci- 
ences; whata vanity. is it to- think we ſhall have peace? - 
os pecially - 
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pecially fince by their perſwaſions che very means of Peace, 
che Determination and InjunRion of a Superionr is alſo cur 
off. For this Author ſaid before , Nothing that hath nit infal- 
libility can ſettle the (onſcience. To think that theſe D:fﬀerently 
perſwaded men will content themſelves with cheir own Opi- 
nions, is ro imagine chey will all be Fife on both ſides; which 
is not to be dreamr of. For there will be ſome Pedantique, Diſ- 
patative , and Paſſionate D.vines that will often embroyl borh 
Parties; and we mult be continually q-1arrelingro the ſport of 
oar Enemies, the reproach of the Goſpel , and the diſquiet of 
our Nation. 

Bur. yer the Author is for Comprehenſion, a pattern of 
which he-gives drawn by one ſuſpe&ed for a Sccinian; but he 
dorh not tell us, that this he will tick to, or any other ; bur he 
faith, This wr the like Latitude. When he is fixed in his mea- 
ſures, we may conlider how to anſwer. That the Presbyterjans 
arecapable of a Comprehenſion, he would perſwade us by 
ſhewing how far they. agree with us aboue che (things in 
Queſtion : All which is nothing co the parpoſe; for in e- 
very Controverſie there be many things wherein che Diffen- 
ters agree : bur they. are ne're a whit the nearer peace 
in that wherein they differ. He doth not-tell-us of any ad- 
vance towards Unity that they -have made in their Opinions ; 
and the account he pives us of the debates abour Eccleſja- 
ftical Aﬀairs , do bur {till ſpeak our Diſtance ; -and therefore 
we have no reaſon to conclude, that they are yet in a Tem- 
per capable of a Comprehenſion. MS 

Set. XVII. being deligned for an Harangue, That Acqui- 
eſſence in the Widened Eſtabliſhment is the ſafety of Religion, can 
expe noanfwer, till we know how Fide the Effabliſhent. is. 
Which this Author bath no where laid-down , but only ralks 
lo:ſely, in general that ſome ſucls ching is-neceſſary; and 
negatively , that it muſt be withoue InjunRions : Which we 
have ſhewed can never be aneſtabliſhment ; and therefore 
I ſhallget trouble the Reader in arguing at random againſt, an 
uncertain Notion. "\ | 2 lex SE 

The like uncertainty we are at $47. XVIIT. which menei- 
ons Toleration and Connivence, buttells aot what they are; we 
| : caerr 
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Toleration; 
heir bounds, nor to whar Secs he aſſigns them, Being lierle 
Sollicitous, it ſeem*, for this ; having before provideda place 
of relt for himſelf, and his Party, in the Stated Order, che 
Widened Eftabliſkment, and the Comprehenſion. Only to commend 
a Toleracion, he faith, The World wants not an experiment of the 
ſafety of a Toleration. Burt we want an inflance of the ſafety of 
Toleration inany Nation whatſoever, where the Supream Go- 
vernor had not a Standing Armp , to Circumſcribe , and 
Confine che heats of D flenters in Religion to- their own 
breaſts, and keep off che deſtruRive effes of Schiſm. So * 
that the Experiments the word hath had, reach not home to our 
Caſe. For his Majeſty graciouſly declines all ſuch Power as 

may give any fuſpition of Terror to the Nation.  * 

In Set. XIX. He adviſes Diſſenters of Narrow and Rigid Prin= 
ciples to Moderation : a good undertaking , and theretore not 
ro be contradied by any Party ; forall may, and do, make uſe 
of the ſame co1nſel rotheir Oppoſets, But if the Author had 
exemplified it in hiniſelf, he needed not to have troubled him- 
ſelf,or the World,in Writing this Diſcourſe,For chart is the ſu- 
reſt way to an Eſtabliſhment, 7f every Chriſtian would be deeply 
ſenſible of the Common Intereſt of Reformed Chriſtianity,which is in- 
comparably more valuable than thoſe private Opinions, which may 
have much of his Fancy and Afﬀettion : And in deſpight of Diſſatis- 
faltion, acquieſs in his Private Securi.y and Freedom , and not 
reach after that Liberty that may unſettle the pablick, Order, and 
undermine the Common Safety. &Y 

His laſt attempt is to reconcile this Comprehen/ive Way to 
three Important Intereſts, and firſttothat of the Ring, SefF. XX. 
In which I cannot finde one Argument to prove thac chis Com- 
prehenſove Way is for the Interef of the King. And indeed it 
cannot : for the grand Tntere/# of the King , as of all other 
Princes, i the mutual Confidence betwixt Him and His People, 
which can never be attained in eſtabliſhing Diſſentions among 
the People : for inthat Stare he ſhall then be alwayes incum- 
bred with the Jealouſies of ſome one Part or other ; and then 
all the Bleſſings chey have enjoyed by his Governmenc ſhall be 
eurned-to ruine him, when cheir Advantages do encourage. 
Witneſs tlie Late King, againſt —_— was. uſed the _—_— 

an 


o 
(© 
- 


A Diſcourſe of 
and Plenty with which His and his Predeceſſors Reigns had 
| blefſed the Nation ; and therefore ie follows that the greateft 
Intereſt of the King is to have no Difſentions , that ſo he may 
have the moſt aſſured Confidence of the People. 

- But che Author minds not Arguments for his Poſition, he is 
more bufie to ſhew how kind His Party have been to Monarchy, 
and char che unkindneſs which men of their Perſwalion 
ſhewed to it at the beginning of the War, (when they would 
have reduced it to the Royaity of a Duke of Yenice) did ariſe 

'from other Cauſes, that lie at the bottom. Thar they de- 
olared againſt the Murder of the late King, and afted vigorouſly 
for the Reſtitution of His Preſent Majefly. 1 for my part would 
be plad to believe, and therefore leave others to contradict 
it; andthereare ſome in the world that do no leſs for this 
Authors Party, then he hath done for the Papiſts ; thar is, 
take of all their Pretenſions on this ground, to the kindneſs 
of the King. If they be friends to Afonarchy, they are not 
very happy, and few know of it ; for there is no Prince, thac 
we have had ſince they were known, bur have thought other- 
wiſe of them, and given them ſuch Charafters as no man 
would have given to his Friends : When hefaieh , that the 
Anti-Paritan Intereſt, as occaſion ſerves, can conteſt with Kings, 
and pretend Conſcience too ; If be means this of the Church of 
England, he is not able to give anInſtance, and an Accuſa- 
rion without a Proof is but a Slander, If he meant it of the 
Papiſt ; Why doth he urge it againſt us ? for they do as all 0+ 
ther Sects do. | | 

But he would not have theſe things repeated ; for he faith, 
Aﬀts of Indempnity , ſhould be alſo Atts of Oblivion. 1 hope 
= he would not haye us loſe our Underftandings , as well as 
our Memories of what was done. The AR did not intend 
this, char bound us, not ro Remember to Revenge ; but-yer 
Reaſon would have us Remember to a Caution ; that we 
come not tothe ſame Miſeries, and that is beſt doneby conli- 
dering whar is paſt. 

In Set, XX1, be confiders this Zetitude in reſpeR_ to the 
Intereſ# of the Church, and Clergy. In this Conhderation be - 
firſt Commends the Non-Conformifts; and having ſhewed hve | 
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far they agree wich us, be ſairh, The CAMinifters of this Per- 
ſwaſion are Godly and Learned, able, and _—_ teach the People, 
and no ſmall part of the Congregations in 

of them. We are not to wonder that. he aſſigns ſo great 
Virtwes to Miniſters of his own Perſwaſion : Ir harh been 
the practice of 01d , for every SeCt to be immoderate in the 
praiſes of cheir own Party: Nay, it is very rare, if they 
do not impale ail chat is praiſe-worthy to themſelves, ſo Ter- 
tullizn obſerved of the Schiſmaricks in his time : Proficiency in 
Virtue was no where ſo eaſie as in the Congregations of thoſe that 
revalted from the Church, for to be among them wa to be de- 


gland feel the loſe 
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Preſciipt c.qlt. 
Nungquan fa- 

cilius proficitq; 
quam in Caſtru 
ſerving. Bur let it be erue concerning ſome of chem, as [ rebellium ubsip- 


believe itis ; yet we do not take it as an evidence that they /#meſſe iſlic, 
are ſo, nor that they are the #vore ſo, becauſe they ſcrwple the £9719) of 


Injun&ions of the Church. Belides, even God;/y men may 
and have been through ſome [nfirmity, Prejudice, or Miſtsk:, 
el.rough want of Experience inthe ways of Converſe, or through 
Implicity of heare being obnoxious to che arts of other men, 
and ſo made their properties for ſome ſtrange deligns : Such 
perſons, I ſay, may and have been the Cauſes of great Di- 
ſturbanceto the Church. Which men, had they kept chem- 
ſelves in their proper Sphears, might have been cthoughe the 
Bleſſings of 4heir Generation, and ſuchas the World was nor 


_—_ 


Worthy of Bur forcing the Bounds of their own private. 


Condition, endeavouring to ſet up Unprafticable Forms of Go- 
vernment, or Impoling upon others; have ſer the World in 
fuch diſorders, that they have been deem'd the Peſts of their 


times, Thus the Religious men tiat lived a devour Life inthe Soxon. 1. 8. 
Deſarts of e/£gypt, whilethey kept themſelves in their Cells, 6 11. 


had the admiration of all that knew them ; bue when their 
Weakneſs had betrayed them to that groſs Hereſie of the 
Anthromurphite; and they would by a Sedicion impoſe their 
Opinion upon the Biſhop of «Mexandria, they were then 
2 reproach to Chriſtianity, and a trouble to the World. 


The caſe of Svonarola at Florence was the like, while Guicciardin 


he kept himfelf to his own duty in Preaching Repen- 
tance to the debauched 7talians, and ſeverely taxed che 
Corrwptions of the Church of Reme, he had a —_— 
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due to him; and did much good in his place. Bue when 
he did ſeem ambirious of, or at leaſt not decline}, the 
eſteem off a Prophet; and did endeavour by - the Au- 
thoricy he had got, to change the form of che Common- 
wealth, and therein to regard more the Intereſt and humours 
b of bis Party than the Publick good ; he mer wich the Pub- 

lick hatred, 'and fell as @ dijturber of hiz People. Thrs 
Godly men may be the Cauſes of the publick diſquiert ; their 
gedlineſs makes them not nfallible, nor fie for Government. 

Which if they aim at wichout, or againſt a Lawful Authority”; 
the Church may-reje&@ them lying under ſuch Circumſtances, 
and anſwer the Lord of the Harveſt, with the dire&ion, one of 
his Chief Shepherds St. Paul hath given, arkth:m that Canſe 
Diviſions and Offences, contrary to the Dottrine you have received, 
and aveid them. But how will they anſwer the Great Shepheard, 
tor having declined the feeding his Sheep only for Trifles, (as 
they call them) j. e. things not unlawful, yet Commanded by 
the Magiſtrate his Subſtitute, and the Church his Spouſe? lee 
them think upon that dreadful Account with horror, 

In the next place he charges the Biſhops-with more crimes | 
then he could number virt«es tor his own friends;butthebelt of. 
it is,he cannot prove them. And he was ſenlible that he could 
not,for te doth not downright affirm them but as Impotent wo- 
men vent their Paſſions, he inlinuates them by raany malicious, 
and implying Interrogations;as 1.Whether the Biſhops and Digni- 
fied Clergy,and thoſe of their Perſwalion canbelieve,that the Church 
of God in theſe Nations ts terminated in them alone ? No, they do 
not believe it: for it is even hoped by them that Chriſt hath a 
Larger Intereſt in theſe Realms, and according to their hope 
they admir thoſe very Diſſenters to the Communic of the 
Church. But obſerve where this Author places the larger 
Intereſt in Chriſt, that is, in Non-Conformiſt Miniſters, for 
they only are debarr'd from the Opportunities ofthe Mini- 
ſtery. 2. Heasks, #hether it ſhall be ſaid of the Engliſh Pre- 
lacie, that it cannot ſtand without the ejeftion of Thouſands. of 
Orthodox Piou Miniſters ? Men may ſay what they pleaſe, if 
they never think of giving account of every idle and falſe 
word , but they haye no reaſon to ſay ſo; For the Engliſh. 

Prelasie 


Toteration. 


Prelatie is the greateſt encouragement of Orthodox, and Pi- 
ous Minitters, that ever Protreſtarcy ſaw : and hath had the 
Teſtimoniesand Obſervance even to ſufferings, of far more 
exceeding Number of Thouſands, then ever their Adverſaries 
could be accounted. Do bur compare thoſe many thou- 
ſands that were undone by the Covenant , with thoſe few that 
4id nor Conformz;and then it will appear bur an empty boaſt to 


talk of their Number. Howfoever neicher Epiſcopacy, nor any 


Government Civil or Eccleſiaſtical, can ſtand it it do not ſecure 
ie ſelf, by fruſtrating che attemprs of thoſe that Plot, and con- 
rrive againſt it. ; 
How preat a ſlander it is to ſay., That Prelacy dreads Know» 
ledge in the People, 1 have ſhewed before: and I never heard 
of any bur this Author that had that Maxim, No Ceremony, No 


Biſhop. How worthy had it been for this Author to have 


proved, that the Biſhops did fear the Preaching of [ndabitable 
Truths ? 'but this can no more be proved, than that hs Party 
are Peaceable. The Eſtabliſhed Clergy refuſe not their Brethren, 
if they will come to joyh in the Work of the Lord, and give 
bue Security that they will be Peaceable ; all the Emolu- 
ents of the Church are obvious to chem. Thus I have ſhew- 
ed how falſe are all theſe Slanders. 

After theſe moſt falſe Accuſations of the Biſhops and 
Clergy, he proceeds to ſhew how weak their State is, which 
he ſaith, 7s not advanced by theſe preſent Rigor#, nor more rooged in 
the hearts of the People. To this we anſwer ; That itis no wonder 


char a Form of Church-Government ſhould meer wich many. 


Difficulties,in irsrecurn after the Proſcription of twenty years. For 
in that ſpace, ſome hundred thouſand Souls that were not born 
before, or had nor before come to the uſe of their Reaſon,muſt. 
needs be tainted with a prejudice againſt it;by hearing nothing 
almoſt from che Pulpits bur InveRives and flanders of it. And it 
isno ealie thing to raſe out the firſt 1mpreſſions that are made 
uponthe mind. Beſides this, it was not to be expected, bur 
that the Re/fitution of that Church ſhould vex all choſe whoms 
the Rzins of ic had made rich. And that when they were to 
Diſgorge what they had Sacrilegionſly devoured ; they would: 
alſo vomit out all their Choler, empty their Spleen, and vow. 
a eternal hatred againſt choſe that recalling their own Pro- 
| I £7 prieties 
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prieties reduced themto their former Wants,and confine them 


* again to their ancient narrow homes. Add to theſe all ſuch 


as are Cait from their Poxer, broken in their Fortanes , diſap- 
poinred in their Hopes, by the recurn alſo of the Civil Govers- 
ment, Which when they dare not dir:&#ly oppoſe, they think 
they may with more ſecurity oppugn by aſſaulting the Eccle- 
fioſkical State, thatis a prop and ſupport of it : who hope to 
Wound the King through the (ides of the Churcli ; and are 
rherefore more induftriouſly and delignedly malicious againſt 
her. Others there are who provoked by ſome #nkindneſſes of 
particular Church-men, rail ar all. Some that cannot gee rhe 
Promotions of the Church,are angry with thoſe that haye them. 
Many that like peor Miniiters of the Church of England, do 
yet envy thoſe who have no neceſſity to crouch betore them. 
The Spirit of (ontradiftion, the Variety of Changes in the late 
Times; the ſmall reverence that People have for Governours, 
(contracted by being uſed to ſpeak againſt the ZXſarpers, who 
had norighe to their AﬀeRions) have ſo far corrupted the 
Common Converſation of chis Natiomehbat every Party whicl 
is uppermoſt cannot eſcape their reproaches, and hatred. 
' And the Arts of the SeRtaries to thwart, diſcourage all endea- 
vours to Uniformity ; to ſlander all thoſe whoſe Offices , or 
Parts are moſt obi{trucive to them, (for there is not a man 
of ſuch eſcapes the dire, they can fling) is notthe leaſt cauſe 
of the flow progreſs. All theſe conlidered, it cannot ſeem 
ſtrange to an Obſerving perſon,that Prelacy drives but heavily. 
It mult be a Generation or two, not ſeven years, that can wear 
out all theſe Difficulties. All this doth not take off from the 
Intrinlick Worth of Prelacy. Whilſt onthe other (ide, Presby- 
tery languiſhed almoſt as ſoon as it had a being, Eraſtians,and 
Independants baffled it in the Aſſembly, which was ics Cra- 
dle, and propoſed it to a Publick ſcorn. Therefore it is 
imprudently done for them to upbraid us of Weakneſs, who 
themſelves could not keep their ſtanding for above ewo or 
three years. 

The Particulars by which he Remonſtrates our weakneſs are 
either «nevoidable : as what remedy can there be if the Latitn- 
dinarians Indifferent men, and Conforming Puritans do not Con- 
form inthe luumplicity of Spirit as becomes the _— 4 

riſt, 
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Chrift. We can have no greater Security than the Faith of men. 
Orelfe are common to all perſwaſions, as to have ſome among 
them that are a reproach unto the whole , whoſe behaviour may diſ< 
guſt other. And we can never hope while the Church is on 
Earth, that it will be free from all.Corruptions. We are ſure 
the number of ſuch among us are farleſs than whatthe Difſen- 
ters repreſent,who condemn! "g the moſt nnblameable,will nor 
be very ſhie in miſ-reporting thoſe that are not fo ſtrift as they 
ſhould be. Therefore neither of chefe ſorts ought, nor. can 
debaſe the Intrin/ich State of Prelacy in the minds of Wiſe and 
Good men. 

As to the Queſtion, If the Aﬀairs of the Common-wealth 
ſhomld go backwards, ( 1 hope they do nor intend to drive ir 
that way) Can the Clergy alone be at reſt in their Hononr, Power 
and Wealth 7 We anſwer no, and we do not delire it. We 
cannot do, as the ſeveral Sets of Difſenters did, make our 


Addreſſes to every Uſurper, Cougratulate every New Form of 


Government , Blaſpheme che Providence of God for their 
ſakes, and pray for every one that had killed, and taken Poſ-- 
ſeſſion, . No, we cannot do it, we muſt fall npon the ſame 
Scaffold where Monarchy bleeds to death, and be buried un- 
der the ruines of the State. You know we did fo, and you 
may be ſure it will be ſo again. No Party nor Church: doth 
more ftrialy affertthe neceffity of Alleglance ro Princes than 
the Church of England. 

He doubts. of the.truch of that Obſervation, No' Biſhop, 
No King ; which'the late pra&tices have made as evident as 
the day. Bur (he faith ) 7t s not evident, that the preſent 
frame of Prelacy, hath an Immutable Intereſt in the Regal Name: 
and Power, The Dodrines which Prelacy maintatns, in op- 
poſition to Presbytery, have ſo much Truth; and arefo much 


for the Safety of Kings, thatwe'cannot imagine they will be - 
ſo unkind to themſelves as to ſuppreſsthem. And the Kings. 


of England have ſeen ſo many reaſons to hate Sacyiledge, thar 
we cannot fear they will take away the Revenues of Biſhops, 


and therefore we think the Prelacy has as iv-wutuble' an Intereſt 


in the Regal Power , as the Regal Power hath in them,” © 
In the laft place, after he-ha 


aid), 'Thar the Religion of | 


any State nouſt be held np by its Venerable Eſtimation — e 
8 eopie,,, 


m_ 


et 
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People, and that muſt be the reality of Devotion and Saullity, 
(which isa-very great Truth.) He lincerely { as he faith) 
wiſkes, well to the Clergy, for which we as lincerely thank him 
buc then he adds theſe chree Codicions, | '. 

I. That Biſkops muſtnot be the head of Ignorant, Lewd and Scan- 
dalom Miniſters,&c.This we think alſo they ought totake care 
of as much as they can. Bur yer if ſuch ger within their Dioceſc, 
rhe fault may not be theirs. For they are bound up by the 
Laws,and it is not with them as with the 77iers, that had as ab- 
ſolute a Tyranny as their Maſters had over Miniſters, and 
might reje& whom they pleaſed without any account. Bur now 
if Patxens preſent Unworthy Perſons, which have the Qu41i- 

fications the Law requires, the Biſhops muſt nor reje& chem, 
Nor can they as Committees turn a Miniſter out of his Living ac 
their Pleaſures, but muſt.give an account to the Laws. 

The Second Condition is, That by their man:gement the Sound 
Knowledge of Ged may be encreaſed,that Holineſs and Righteouſneſs 
may flogriſh, &c. This alſo we acknowledge to be their Duty, 
and it they do not perform it fincerely , God will require an 
exact account of rhem. Bur as to this they are much hindred by 
che ObſtruRtions which Difſentions make, and being diſtract- 
ed by the perverſneſs of thoſe that are without, they cannor 
be quier, to look after thoſe that are withtn the Church. 

But the third Condition is the main thing the Author drives 
at, The Setling the Charch in a due Extent. If the Extent here 
ſpoken of, be to Comprehend all the Different Perſwalions, 
and Contrary Opinions, this they cannot do, itis contrary to 
the Duty which Biſhops owe to God and Man, to permit Er- 
rors, and embrace a Communion with Darkneſs. But if ic be 
meant of an Extent and Comprehenſion of Perſons that have 
laid aſide thoſe falſe Perſwaſions, and will now contend toge- 
ther with Biſhops to feed the Flock of Chritt, and to preſerve 
the Unity of it. This Biſhops ought to.do astheir Intereſt, and 
the Intereſt of the Goſpel, (from which theirs cannot be ſepa- 
rated), And this the Biſhops have done, and are ready to do. 
For all men know how willingly they have 1nſtituted thoſe to 
Livings,who before had been the Enemies of their Order:how 
they on invited into their Order, and the Church Prefer- 
ments, thoſe that have preached and writ againſt them,and we 
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want not any Examples that they have been ſincere in their:Ten- 
der,for ſome have really received what was offer*d;.and we ſhoold 
have had more,had nottheir foltowers hinder'd them by minding 
them of their own- former DoArines; : And:in/this: our! Biſhops 
teſtified chemſelyes to be of that Peaceable Temper of the Primi- 
tive Biſhops. - For, the Catholick, Biſhops Helchjades of Ronue,\ and Aug. Ep. 
others of +Ffick; offer'd\ to che Donatiſts, thar-if they would:joyn 163. 
chemfelvescomske-up che Unityiof the Cliureh, they wouldgive = 
them Commanicatory Letters; akhough they. had been. Qrdaine 
by the Donatiſt Biſhops ; and chatwhereſoever there were'two Bis" 
ſhops, one of the Catholick Part, the other of rhe Donartiſts,yer he 
ſhovtd be firſt Confirmed that was firlt'@rdain'd,' which ſoever ic 
' was : and that the other ſhould be provided for elſewhere, on ele 
/ the ſurvivor-ſhould ſucceed .in the Tame Church--And:wheanithe 
Donatiſts objeRed tothe Catholieks, that they coveted and took; 
awsy their Livings. St. Auguſtine anſwers, Would to God: they. morld Aug.Ep. 
become Catholicks, and then let them paſſeſ not only what they call their 50. 
own,but alſo whatſoeucy is ours, in Prate and Charity with, This is a 
Latitude which the Church did allow, and which the; Biſhops are 
now ready to admit. - | 131 03 (MTA =othrigze 

The third Jatereft which'is that of the Nobility and Gentry,which 
in Se&.XXII. he endeavours to reconcile to his Zatitade, which he 
_ thinks they may diſlike , as that which will render: the Citizens \and 

Commonalty,and all ſorts more Knowinggavd leſs Servile. Here the Au- 
thor goes upontwo miſtakes. .1. Tharithis Latirade:cwill make-men 
more Knowing, which I have already ſhewed'it will nor do; for 
mſtead of building up men in the'Knowledge 0i Chriſt, ic/will fill 
chem wich empty notions of their Way and Party., fo * Tertwllian + T1411. 
obſerved of the Hereticksof his time, #hat ſhall T ſay of their de Prefe.c; 
Preaching, when this t their buſineſs, not to Convers{wbelieversy but to,42 Dever« 
ſubvert Þfe in our Communion. 2d: Miſtake'"is,. That theiNokility bt admini-, 
and Gentry do not like the Communalty ſhould be-knowing, Thisisthe?? Mid 
fame Suſpition he raiſed of the Clergy, tligt they were afraid of oboe 2. — 
Diffuſron of Knowledge ; and this 1s ſo-yunworthy-.an. Hamor, that I hoc fi _ 
—_— roo Werkoury rag re rn co it,. Bar be guiew s. 
fays,that by-deing kpoving hey will-beleſe: Serviley and leſs Qbſeguions 7 "9% tth- 
bathe Willrof Great wen." The Laws of Buglaad ons! ante" 

tWe. 
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and therefore as the Nobility and Gentry cannot expe& - noo 
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of Citizen:and Commons: ſo they-cannor di(like their knowledge 
upon wo athrc dome —rm. that it makes chem more. free. Bur this 
Author'.conceals the: true Cauſe why (this Latitude ſhould be 
dreadful co the Nobility and Geatrygwhich is, that it will increaſe 

Fattiohs and Diffentions in Religion ; and where they Raign there 

is not that Reſpe& and -Reverence given to Perſons of Honour, as 
Clem _ is duetothem. For Clemens Romanums minding the Corinthians of 
- the ſadiEffes of their Diſfentions, puts this as One, The Baſe roſe 
ap againff the Honourable, and the Vile againſt the Noble, Ant they 

may well remember how ofrea'they were affronted and lighted 

by mean Perſons inthe times of the late Toleration. All thac the 
Authorſaich upon this head, is ſome Policick Obſervations, buc 

nothing tothe purpoſe. | | 

- He"concludes in: Se. XXIH. Fiththe General Security that 

canaes by this Latitude, in which he ſuppoſesthe Commun Peace may be 

ſoticd in this Comprehenſive nay; which he neither hath, nor cari 

prove, nor will (as he dreams) the Nece//ity of Powers, and proceed- 

ings extraordinary be taken awayby it, but rather encreaſed. For oo 

Nation dath colerate Difleations in:Religion., which hath' noe 4 
Standing Army to reltrain the EffeRts of it, as appears in Hiſtories 

of Antienr rimes; andiiry/the Practices of modern Nations: 'And 
therefore this isit-whicht more needs thoſe :vayes and meats as.28.1) 

trouble theme who are tender of the Lanful Rights and Liberties of Eng- 

liſh wen, than che enforcing the Laws upon Diſſenter;which may be 
done-by the Ordinary CivilPower. . We'are noctobe Frighted: 

with wirac he ſaith, That the Severities of Laws againſt Difſentarramay 

at length come home to thens, or theirs, who are for the Execntion. For 

we are to do whatſoever is found neceſlary for the Safety of the 

Church and Scare, andleaverthe future Evenrs to the Providence 

- -of the God of Peace. "We know thar the: owore: peaceable me. are ut 
Heme,/tht more Powerful wt (hall be abroads. But weallo know: that 

+, Licenfed Diſſemtions withalways perſwade our Neighbours thac 
weare Weak: Te is well known, how foreign Writers bave-ob- 
ferved Our Ruine mighe be eafily wrought by the Puritans, who 

did Difſent from the Pablick Eftablilhment- They are noc ro be 

© - &counred Diſhwbetrs ofthe Stare, ' novofitheir\qwn Hoſe, who! 
+; -»: followthe Adyice of the Wiſe Kikg,Ts fear Ed aud the Kingzand 

wi \got 0 eddie wich theſt that oe glvento Change © Fur their Calamity 
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